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huld the beauty of the Lord, 4nd to enquire i his Temple. 
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THE PREFACE. 


| He ſettins forth of the Publick Conf ſſiun -f the Faith of Churches 
f hath a doxble end, and both ten tins to Pub'ich Edification : Firſt, 
the min:cnance of the Faith intice within it ſelf : Second'y, the 
keliin* forth of Unity and Harmony, beth amonsſt, and mith cthey 
Churches, Onr Chkrrches here, as (by the grace of Chriſt) we b:lieve an pro- 
feſs the [+me DoArin: of the Trvth of the Goſpel, which generally is received in 4 
all the Reformea Churches of Chriſt in Europe : {6 efpccial'y we defpre nit to va y 
from the D:QArire of Faith gnil Truth hild forth by the Charches of our Native 
Covwntry, For thogh it be mit on? Native Conntry that can breed us all of one 
mine , nor avght we for to have the glorious faith of owr Lord eſte with reſp. 
of perfors , yet as Paul who was bimſelf a Jew, profeſſcd to hold ferth the Do- 
Armef Juſ'ification ly Faith, and of the reſurr(fion of the drad, according as 
b- kn-w his grdly Conmrymen di, who were fews by natre (Gal.2.15, ARs 
26.6.7.) /o ire, who are by nature Engliſh-men, do d-ſire to hold forth the ſame 
Dorin: of Religion (ſpreially in Fundamental) Which we ſee and know to be 
beld by the Churches of England, according to the truth of the Goſpel. ' 
T he more we di'cern (that Which we dv, ani have cauſe to do with inceſſant 
mourning and trembling) the unkinde, and unbretherly, and unchriſt ian Conten- 
ti-ns of oxr godly Brethren and Conntrymen, in matters of Church Government ; 
th: m:re carnſty do me Veſere to ſee thm joyned togrther in one c:oMmmon Fith, 
411 or (elves w ththem, For this ind, having peruſed the publick Con'tſſi n of 
Faith, agreed «pon by the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines at Weltminiter, and 
fina'ns the ſum an1 ſubſtance thereof (in mattirs of Doftrine) to expreſs wot 
ther own julgem: nts onely, but ours alſo :. and bring likewiſe called npon by our 
goaly Maniſirater, to draw uy a p:blick, Conf: ſion of that Faith which is con- | 
ftantly t.:ught,” and generally profeſſed amongſt us ,, we thought good to priſent i 
wnto thm, and with them to our Churches, and with them to all the C harches of* 
Chriſi broad, 0795 pr fe ﬀ 4 an1 hearty Aſſent and Att-ſtation to the whole Cong » 
feſion of Faith ( fur ſul tance of D Arint) which the Reverend Aſſembly pre 
ſentia to the Relierous and Honorable Parliament of England: E.cerpti«g only | 
ſome Siftinns in the,25, 30, and 31 Chapters of ther Confeſſion, Whith concers * | 
Points of Controwr fir in Church-aiſcipline ,, tovching which, we refer oxy ſlves 
to the drar7 ht of Charch- Diſcipline in the inſming T reatiſe, 
| A 2 


UMI 


"7 > *- tad 
8 Thetrath of What we here declare, may appear by the wnanimons wote of the 
'»., . Symid of the Elders and Meſſenger s of our Churches aſſembled at Cambridge, 
the laff of the fixch Month, 1648. which jryntly p.:ſſed im theſe words : | his >y- 
nod having peruſed and conſidered (wich much gladneſs of heart, and thank- 
{ -  fulneſsrto God) the Conf: lion of Faith publiſhed of late by the Reverend 
Aſſembly in England, do judge it to be very holy,orthodox, and judic.ous ia 
+ @'l matters of Faith : and do therefore freely ard fully conſent chereu-to, 
for the ſubſtance hereof, Onely in thoſe things wh:ch have reſpeco 
Church Government and Diſcipline, we refer our ſelves to the Plactorm of 
Church-Diſcipline, agreed upon by this preſent Aſſ:mbly , and do cheretore 
_ think it meer, -tha: this Confeſlion of Faith ſhould be commended to the 
Churches of Chriit amongſt us, and co the Honoured Courr, as worthy of 
their duc conſideration and acceptance, Howbeit, we may not conceal, that | 
the dofFrine of Vocation expreſſed in Chap. 10. SR. 1.” and ſummarily repeated 
Chap. 13. $:Q. 1. p4ſſed nor \richour ſome debate, Ter conſidering that the term 
of Vocation, and others by which it ts dſcribed, are cap: ble cf a large, or more 
forilt ſenſe and »ſe, and that it is not intended to binde apprebenſiont preciſely in 
. paint of order or method, there hath been a general condeſcend: ney therexnto, 
”, © © Now by thi onr prif ſei cnſint and free concurrence with th.m in all the de-. 
PISS sof Religion, we hope it may appe-rr to the world, that as we are a remnant 
| of "the prople of the ſame Nation with thim, ſo\\e are pro'eſſars of the ſame 
common Faith, and fellow heirs of the ſame common Salvation, Tea moreaver, 
. an this our profeſſion of the ſame Faith with them, will exempt ua (even in their 
+ judgements) from ſuſpition of Hireſie ;, ſo (we truſt) it may exempt ms in the like 
=; fort from ſuſpition of Schiſm : that thong we are jarcea to diſſeut from them in 
: "matters of Church-diſcipl.ne, y:t our diſſent ws not taken np ont of arroganiy of 
* ſpirit inour ſelves (whom th:y ſee willingly cond+(cend to lrarn of them) neither 
bait carried with uncharit ible cenſorionſnrſs towards them, (bith which are the 
+ er and eſſential charafters of Schiſm) but in meckneſs of wiſtome, as we 
+ walk alone with them, and follow them as they follow Chrift : ſo where we con- 
*. ceite a different apprehenſion of the minde of Chriſt (as it falleth out in ſome few 
F* . points tonching Church-Oracr). we ſtill Feſer ve due reverence to them (whom we- 
Wa jag be, through Chriſt, the glorious Lights of both Natior.r) an1 on.ly crave 
 Fave(as in ſpirit we are ES follow the Lamb Whitherſo:ver he goeth,” and 
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” , (after the Apoſtles exampl') as we believe, ſo we ſpeak, 
we mg if < example of ſuch poor Onut-caſts as eur ſelves mggbt prevail” not 
With all (for that were roo great a bliſſing to hope for) y't with ſome or other of | 
E” our Brethren in England, ſo far as they are come to minde and ſpeak the = 
x thing 
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| The Preface. 
| thing with ſuch as diſſent from them, we hope in Chrift it wouls! not onely 
| rate th harſh j1d9ir g and condemning of one another in ſuch diff rences of judlge>" 
| ' ment a5 may be tornd inthe choicrft Sciints , but alſo prevent (by the mercy of © 
| Chriſt) the peril of the diftr. Hien and diſtrsAion of all the Churches in hath © 
| K ingaoms, Othirwiſe, if Brethren ſhall go on to bite and devour cne anther, 
| the Aprſtie feared (as we alſo t:ub ſaarſs of heart d) it will tend to the com- 
ſumins of them, and us all : Which the [ord prevent, 7 

We are nt ignor. nt, that (biſiles thiſe cſbrrſions of Herebe and Schiſm) 
other Exceptions alſo aretakin at our Woy of Church Government, but (as we + 
conceive) upon as (utle grognas, Av, ' 

1, 1hat by admitti; g none into the fellowſhip of our Church bur Saints + 
by calling. we rob wany Pariſh Churches of their beſt Members, to make-upt | 
one of our Congregitions , which is not ongly co gacher Churches out of ; 
Chu: c' es (a thi-g unhcard-of in Scripture) bur alſo ro weaken the hearts 
ar.d hands of the belt Mirilters in the Pariſhes, by deſpoiling them of their © 
b:({t hearers. | 

2. 1hat we provide no courſe for the gaining, and calling in of ignorant, 

a derroneous, ard ſcandalous perſor:s, whom we refuſe to receive into our ” 
Churches, and ſo « xcl1de from che wholſome Remedy of Churc': D;ſapling. * 

3. [hat in onr Way, we ſow ſeeds of diviſion, and hindrance cf erification... 
in every family z wluleit admitcing into our Churclies only voluntaries, the . 
Husband will be of one Church, the Wife of another , the Parents) . 
Church, the Children of another ; the Maſter of one Church, the $ 

. of another, And ſo the Parents and Maſters being of different Ch 
from their Ct ildren and Servants, they cannot take a ju!t account of whetr - 
proficirg by what they hear ; yea, by this means the Husbands, Parents,ard 
Maſters, tail be char geable co the maintenance of many other Churches 

and Church Officers, beſides their own ; which will p:ove a charge and 
burthen unſupportable. &% 

But for Anſwer, As to the firft : For gatherin? Churches out of Cherchogy 
we cannot fay thatit us a thing 1n:ard of in Scripture. The firſt Chriffian: 
Church was gatherid 0::t of the feiviſh Church, and ont of many Synagogues in 
that Church, and cer ſiſtea partly of the Inhebit.mrs of Jeruſalem, par th of whit 
Galileans ; who ther gh thiy kept ſome commnicn in (ume ports of p: bliek; yp. 
ſip with the Ten ple, yt nether aid thiy frequent the S.icrificer, nor repaimgs. 
the Scnheorim for th: dite? mining of their Chrych-canrſes, but kept ntivÞ, yy 
conſt ant comWuni-n with the Apoſtles Church in all the Ordinances of the Gafpel 
And for the fir ff Chriſtian Church of the Gentiles at Antioch, it apprarerh1 .. 
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have been g1thered and conflituted partly of the diſperſed Brethren of the Church 
at Jeruſalem (wheresf ſome were men of Cyprus and Cyrene) and partly of 
the b.lieving Gentiles, ARS 11.:0,21., 

If it be ſaid, The firit Chriitian Church at Fer»ſalem, and that at An:icch, 
were gathered not out of any Chriſtian Church, but out of the Tew:ſh 1'em- 
ple and Synagogues, which were ſhortly after to be abol.ſh:d : and their 
gathering to Antioch, was upon occalion of diſperſion in time of Perſe- 
cutc1on, 

We deere it may be conſidered, 1. That the members of the Jewiſh Church 

' Were more ſtrongly and ſtra'tly tyed by rxpriſs holy covenent, to keep fellywſeip 
; with the Jewiſh Charch till it was aboliſhed, then any members of Chriſt izn 
 » Pariſh churches are wont to be tye4 to keep fellowſhip with their Parin churches, 
» The Epiſcopal Canons, which binde then: to attend on thiir Pariſh-church, it is 
: . Gkely they are n1w aboliſhed with the E p:ſcopicy. The Common Law of the 
' Land s« ſatisfied (as \ve conceive) if thiy attind r-pon the Worſhip of God in any 
k ether Church, though not within their cwn Pariſh, Big no ſuch like eevenint of 
| God, nor any other Religions tye ly:th #pon them to attend the Worſhip of God in 
..-ohttr own Pariſh Mo as did tye upon the fews to att:nd npon the 13'ur hip of 


| Gedin their Temple and Synagogues. 
2. Thexghthe fewiſh Templi-chirch at Ternſilem Was to be aboliſhed, yet 


' that doth not make the diſertion of it by the mumb-rs to be lawful, till it Was abo- 
Bed. Future abolition us no warrant 'or priſent deſertion, unleſs it be lawful in 
Joahe caſe whilſt tbe Church « yet in preſent ſtanding to deſert ut ,, to Wit, either 
avoiding of preſent pollutions, or for hope of greater evification, and ſo for 
- better ſatisfattion to conſcience in tither, Frture events (or foreſight of thw) 
. to wor diſſolve preſent Relations : elſe wives, chil rin ſervants, mig bt deſert ther 
= , parents, maſters, When they be mortally ſick, 
* 3. What the Members of the Jewiſh Church aid, in joyning to the Church at 
Antioch in time of Perſecution, it may well be conceived the Members of any 
Chriſtian Church may do the like for ſatufattion of conſcience, Peace of con- 
ms is more defpreab'e then the peace of the ovtward man ;, and freedowe from 
* ſernples of conſcience is more comfortable to a ſincere heart, then friecon:e from 
ecnrnon, 
"al , it be ſaid, Theſe Members of the Chriſtian Church at 7er»ſa/em thar 
; Joyned co the Church at Antioch, removed their Habications rogether with 
"Tdeir Relations : which if the Brerbren of the Congregational Way would 
-do, ic wou'd much abate the grievance of their departure from their 


:Presbyterial Churches, 
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we verily could with them ſo to do, as well approving the like removal of- ha» 
bitation, in caſe of changing Church- Relations (provided that it may be done 
withort t30 much-detriment to their outward eſtates) and we for our parts have 
aon: the ſame, But to pat a ntc:ſſity of removal cf habitation in ſuch a caſe, 1t 
ts to foment and cheriſh a corrupt principle of making civil cohabitation, if not 
a formal cauſe, yt at l:aft a proper adjur& of Church- Relation : which the 
truth of the Goſpil auth net ackn:wlecge, Now to foment an errour t» the pres 
juaice of the truth of the Goſpcl, us nit to Walk, With a ri17he fot according te 
the tri:th of the Goſpel, as Paul judgeth, Gal. 2.14, 

4. We ao not think it meet or ſafe, for a Member of a Prerhyterial Church 
forthwith to deſert kis Relation 10 his Church, bit ke himſelf to the fellowſbip of © | 
a Congregational Church, theugh he may diſcern ſome defeft in the eſt ate or go-.. I 


vernment of his own, Fox, 4 


1, Faichfulneſs of brotherly-love in Church- Relation, requireth that the! © 
Members of the Church ſhould firſt convince their Brethreg of their *s 


 dzl;.&5, and duely wait for their reformation, beforetheydepart from them.*,; 
For if we muſt take ſuch a courſe for the healing of a private Brother, in "A 
way of bro:herly love, with much meekreſs and patience , how much more” *# 
ought we ſo to walk with like tenderneſs towards a whole Church, ww 
Again, 2, By the haſty departure of {Gund Members from a defeRive & 
Church, Refor mation is not promoted, but many times retarded, and cor<# 
rup:ion increaſed. Whereas on the contrary, while ſincere Members breath? 
ing after purity of Reformation abide together, they by the be ſing\'I 
ot God upon their fairhtul endeavours) prevail much with their Eldefs ar@+ 
Neighbours cowards a Reformation, it may be, ſo much as that their EWTZ 
ders in their own Church ſhall receive none to the Seals but viſible Saints 37% 
and in the Claſtis ſhall put forth no authoritative aR (bur conſultative onelyF7 
touching the Members of other Churches , nor, touching their own, * 
with the conſent (ſilent conſent at leaſt) of their own Church : Which wwal3 
things, if they can obtain with any humble, meek, holy, faithful endravours3J% 
we conceive they might (by che grace of Chriſt) finde liberty of conſcier 
ro continue their Relation with their own Presbyterial Church, withbue,Y 
ſcruple. +>) x 
5. But to adde a word further, roxching the gathering of Churches oug-4 
of Churches , what if there Were no expreſs example of ſuch a thing extant 4% 
the Scriptures ? that which we are Yromt to anſwer the ap ary uy 
ſuffice here , It is enough if any evidence thereof may be gathered from jult.,? 
conſequence of Scripcure-light, Doftor Ames his judgement concerning thi |.) 
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| " Caſe, paſſeth ( for ought we know) without exception, which he gave in his 4th 
© Book of Conſcience, in A»ſw. to 2 ©s. Chap. 14. Num.16, If any (ſaith 
ber) wronged with unjuſt vexation, or providing for his own edification, or 
' inceſtimony againlt (in, depart from a Church where ſome evils are tole- 
_ rated, and joy n himſelf to another more pure, yet wichout condemnirg of 
| the Church he leaveth, he is not therefore to be held as a Schiſmarick, or as 
guilcy of any other fin, 1 here the tripartite disunfion which the judicicu 
Dottor pmrteth, declareth the Liwfulneſs of the departure of a Church-member 
+ from bu Church, when tither through wearine/s of unjuſt vexation, or in Way 
| ri reviſion for his own edification, or in teſtimony againſt fin, he j-mneth him- 
if to another C ongregation more Reformed, Any one of theſe, he judgeth a 
| juſt and lawful cauſe of departure, though all of them do not concur together, 
| 

[ 


* Neither will ſuch a praftiſe deſpoil the bſt Miniſters of the Pariſhes of thiir 
Beſt hearers, For, 

1. Sometimes the Miniſters themſclves are willing to joyn with their berter 
fort of Hearers in this way of Reformation, and chen they ard thcir 
Hearers continue (till their Church Relation together, yea and confirm ir 

- more (traicly and ſtrongly, by an expreſs renewed Covenant, though the 
- Minſters may (till concinue their wonted Preaching to the whole Pariſh, 
_. 2, If the Miniſters do diſlik* che way of thoſe whom they oth: rwiſe 
"gount their belt Members, and ſo re uſe to joyn with them cherein, yer if 
thoſe Members can procure \ me ocher Minilters to joyn with them 1n their 
own Way, and till continue their dwelling rogecher in the ſame Vown,they 
-* may ealily order the times of che publick Aſſembly, as to arrend conſtantly 
© *upon the Miniſtry of their former Church, and either after or before the 
_ pub iick Aſſembly of the Pariſh, rake an opp»reunicy to gather together for 
>, the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and Cenſures, and other Church-Ordi- 
4 nances amongſt themſelves, The ficit Apo!tolick Church afſ:mbled to hear 
the Word with the Jewiſh Church in the open Courts of the Temple, bur 
- [afrerwards gathered together for breaking of Bread, and other a&ts of 
.* Church-order, from houſe to houſ., 
3, SuppvePresbyteri:l Churches ſhould communicate ſome of rheir beſt 
" gifted Members towards the ereRting and githering of another Church, it 
would not forthwith be th:ir detrimert, bur may be their enlargement, It 
. is the moſt noble and perfe&t work of a living creature (bo:hin Nature and 
Grace) to prop:gate, and multiply his kinde : and it is the honour of the 
» faichful Spouſe of Chriſt, to ſet forward the work of Chrift as well abroad 
” a$athome, The Church in C»:.8.8. to help forward her lictle How 
, Church, 
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The Preface, - a 
Church, was willing to part with her choice Materials, even Beams of Ce- 
dar, and ſuch precious living (tones as were fit to build a Silver Palace, It, 
the ſame Book, the Church is compared ſometime to a Gardeg, fometimeto 
an Orchard, Cant.4.12,1z, No man planteth a garden, or orchard, bue 
ſeeketh to ger the choiceit Herbs and Plants of his Neighbours, and they 
freely impart them : nor do they account it a ſpoil to their girden and or- 
chard, bur rather a glory. Nevertheleſs we go not ſo far ;, we neither ſeek 
nor ask the choice Members of the Pariſhes, but accept thembeing offered, 
If it be ſaid, T hey att not offered by the Minifters, nor by the Pariſh- 
ehrches, (Who have moſt right in them) but onely by themſelves. | 
It may juſtly be demanded what righr, or what power have either the Mi> __. , 
niſters or Pariſh Church over them? Not by ſolemn Churct-covenant , for - 
that, though ic be che firmelt engagement, is not owned, bur reje&tcd. If it 
be by cheir joyning wich the Pariſh, in the calling and eleRion of a Miniſter 
to ſuch a Congregation at his firſt coming, there is indeed juſt weighr in 
ſuch an engagement : nor do we judge it lute for ſuch to remove from ſuch 
a Miniſter, unleſs it be upon ſuch grounds as may jullly give him due ſatisfa- > 
Rion. Bur if the union of ſuch Members to a Pariſh Church, and to the 37%5 
Miniſtry thereof, be onely by cohabitation within the PrecinRs of the Pariſhy” 
thar union, as it was founded upon Humane Law, ſo by Humane Law it 
eaſily be releaſed. Or otherwiſe, if a man remove his Habitation, heres *% 
moverh alſo the bond of his Relation, and the ground of offence, -*-  _ 
'4. It need not be feared, that all the beſt Hearers of the beſt Miniſters, no > 
nor the moſt of them, will depart ſrom them upon point of Church-governs. * x 
ment. Thoſe who have found the preſence and power of the Spirit ot Chriſt 528 
breathing in their Miniſters, either to their converſion, or edification, will he - **; 
flow to change ſuch a Miniſtry of Faith and Holineſs, for the liberty of = 
Church-order. Upon which ground, and ſundry ocher ſuch like, rhere be + 
doubtleſs ſundry godly and judicious Hearers in many Pariſhes in England, *$ 
thar do and will prefer their relation to their Miniſters (though in a Presby» _. 
terial way) above the Congregational Confederation. _— —_— 
5. But if all, or the moit part of the beſt Hearersof the belt Miniſters. 3 
of P.riſhes ſhou'd depart from them, as preferring in their judgements the * 
Congregational Way, yet in caſe the Congregational Way ſhould prove to _- 
be of Chrilt, ic will never grieve the holy hearts of godly Miniiters, chat 
their Hezrers ſhould follow Chriſt : yea many of -rhemſelves (upon due des Fy 
liberatior) will be ready to go along with thetm,, It never grieved nor 


troubled 7ohs B.priſt, that his D.ſciples departed from him to toilow after 
B Chrilt, 
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2 Chriſt, Job 3. Butif the Congregational Way ſhould prove to be, not the 
'. -Infticution of Chriſt (as we'take i:) but the Invention of men, then doubc- 
be. leſs the Presbyterial Form (if ic be of God) will ſwallow up the ocher, as 
£ AcſecRod devoured the Rods of the Egyprians, Nor will this put a neceſ- 
#7} Aficy upon both the oppoſice Parcies to ſhitc tor themſclves, and to ſeck to ſup- 
plant one another, but only it will call upon them «any is dy475, to ſeek 
© and to follow the cruth in.love, to attend in faichfulneſs each unto his own 
3% Hock, and to adminiſter to chem all the holy things of God, and cheir por- 
*, tion of food in due ſeaſon : and as for o:hers, quietly to forbear them, and 
Fy er to inſtru them wich meekneſs that are contrary minded , leaving it to 
"LEA Chriſt (in the uſe of all good means) to reveal his own truth in his own 
time, and mean-while endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
-R of peace, Phil.3.15,16. Epb:[4.3. 


& »- To the ſecond Exception, That we take no courſe for the gaining, and 
Sealing, and calling in of ignorant and erroneous perſons, whom we re- 


o 


tt ro receive into our Churches, and ſo exc:ude them from che Remedy of 
3 Church-Diſcipline. 
et WCconceive the receiving of them into our C burches wonld rather l'ſe and cor-, 
MEI wpt our Churches, then gain and heal them, A little Leaven laid in a lump of 
ans, will ſooncr leaven the Whole lump, then the whole lump will ſweeten it. 
OBPr therefore finde it ſafer to ſquare rorgh and unhewn ſtones before they be 1.11 
*. ro the wilding, rather then to hammer and hew th:m when they lye unevenly in 
(be Exilding, And acccrdingly, two means we uſe to gain and call in ſuch as 
* aft ignorant and ſcandalous : 
*. Pr. The publick Miniitry of the Word, «pox which they are invited by coun- 
SF, and Frguired by wholſome Laws, And the Word it «, which the power of 
22 ro ſalvaticy, to the callirg and winning of Souls, 
> 2. Private Conference, and convittion by the Elders, and other able Bre- 
ore J the Chrrch : whom they do the more riſprftively bearksn unto, whey they 
fl no bope of engoying Church: {olowſhip, or participation in the $.1craments for 
aewm/e/ wes or their chilaren, till they approve their judgements to be ſound and 
= 8F:bodox, and their liver ſubdned to ſome hope of a godly converſation. What 
* Gan Cl:fſical Diſcipline, or Excommunication it («lf do more in this caſe ? 
ws The, third Exception wrappeth up in it a threefold domeſtical inconvent- 
& ence, and each of them meet to be eſchewed, 1. Diſunion in fami'tes be- 
&” gween each Relation, 2, Diſappointment of editication, for want of op- 
&* 'portunity in the governours of families to take account of things heard by 
»” heir children and ſervants. 3. Disburſements of chargeable maintenance 
; : | tO 
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The Preface. 


o = ſeveral Churches, whereto the ſeveral perſons of their familics are 
oyned, 

All which Inconv:niences either do not fall out in Congrrgational Churches, 
or are eaſily redriſſed, Fer, none are orderly admitted into Congregat onal Chur- 
ches, but ſuch as are well approved by good reftimony to be arely obſervant of 
Family-ril tions : or if any otherwiſe diſp+ſed ſhould crerp in, they are cither or- 
derly healed, or ducly removed in a way of Chriſt, Nor are th:y admitted, unleſs 
they can give ſome good account of thiir profiting by Ord:nances, b:fore the El- 
dirs and Brethren of the C burch, and much more to their Parents and Mafterr, 
Goaly Tutors in the Univerſity can take an accornt of their Pupils ;, and gocly 
Hor holiers in the City can take accornt of their Children and ſervants, how they 
prefi: by the word they have heard in ſeveral Churches, and that to the greater 
earfication of the While Family, by the variety of ſuch Aammiſtr.itions, Bees 
may bring the more Henty and V,/ax into the Hive, When they are net limited to 
one Garden of flowers, but may fly abroad to m.tny. 

Nor is any charge cxpettid from wiv, Children or Servants to the m:inte» 
nance of Congregational Churches, further then they be ferni ed with perſonal 
Eſtates, or Livings, Which may enabl: them to contribate of ſuch things as th.y 
have, and not of ſuch as they haven't, God accepteth wot Reiltbrry for af, 4 
And though a godly Houſholder may juſtly taks himſelf bound in conſcience to con- 
tribute to any ſuch Church, Whercts hs wie, or children, or ſervants do ſtand in | 
Relation , yet that will net ao gravate the burthen of hu charge, no moue then if 
they were received Membirs of the ſame Church whereto himſelf is related, | 

But why ds we ſand thus long to plead exemptions from Excegtions ? The 
Lord help all his faithful Servants (\ hether Precbyterial, or Congregation) to 
Jnage and ſhame our (elves before the Lord, for all our former compliances ta 
greater Enormities in Church Govirnment, then are to be found either in the | 
Congregational or Presbyterial Way : and then ſurely either the Lord will clear 
np his own Will to 4, and ſo frame ard ſubdue us all to one minde, ard one way, 
(Ezek.43.10,11.) or elſe we ſhall l:arn to beay one ancthers burthens in a ſpirit \ | 
of meekne(s, It \vill thin doubtleſs be f.rr from ns, ſo to atteſt the Diſcip.ine of | 
Chriſt, as to deteff the Diſciples of Chriſt , ſ» to contend for the ſearaleſs Coat | 
ef Chriſt, as to crucific the lwwins Alen bers of Chriſt , ſo to divide our ſelves 
about Church communion, as through breaches to open a wiſe gap for a veluge of 
Antichrijti m and profane malignity to (wallow up bith Church ana Civil State, 

What ſhall wwe ſuy more ? I's difference about C harch- order become the tnl:t of 
all the diſorders in the Kingdome ? Hath the Lord indeed left us to ſuch hardneſs ; 


of h:art, th.t Church-Government ſhall a a ſrareto Zion, (as Jann | 
SO 2 01S * 


| The Preface, 


- Moſes was to Egypt, F.xed.10.7 ) that we cannot leave conteſting and contend- 
ing about it, 1'l' the King dome be d:ftroyed ? Did not the Lord feſws, when he 
dedicated his [+ fferings for his Church, and his alſo unto his Father, make it his 

Th tarmſt and orely prayer. for ua in thu world, that we all might be one in him? 
+  Joh.17 20,21,22,23. And it p ſible that he (whom the Father heard alway:s 


=. feel) toremove a monr tain, ts it not p ſſible for ſo much ſtrength of faith as ts 
to be found in all the godly in the King dome, to remove thoſe Images of ealonſie, 

j antl to caſt theſe ſtumbling-blecks out of the way, Which may hinder the free paſ- 
', ſageof brotherly love amongſt Brethren ? Ir us trat indeed, the National Cove- 
"nent doth juſtly engage beth Parties / ans 99.4 to endeavour the utter extirpation 
;  . of the Antichriſtian Hierarchy, and much mure of all Blaſphemies, Hereſies,and 
- © Erronrs. Certainly, if Congregationa! Diſcipline be Independent from the 
*. _$pventions of men, # it not much more Independene from the deluſions of Satan ? 
* What felowhip bath Chriſt with Belial ? light with darkneſs ? Truth with 
= "Erronr ? The faithful Jews nerded not the help of the Samaritans ro re-edifie 
* the Temple of God , yea they rejeled their help when it was offered, Ezra 4.1,2,3, 
«find if the Congregational Way be a way of truth, (as we belicv-) and if the 
+ Brethren that walk in it be ztalows of the Truth, and hate cyery faiſe way (a 
the Rule of their holy Diſcipline they are inſtruted, 2 Joh. 10,11. then verily 
* there i no Branch in th National Covenast, that engageth the Covenanters to 
"© dbbor either the Congregational Churches, or their Way : which being ducly a1- 
 - Winiſtred, do no leſs effefinally extirpate the Antichriſtian Hitrarchy, and all 
-. Slaſphemics, Hereſits, _and pernicious Erronrs, then the other way of Diſcipline 
_ . doth, which « more generally and publickly received and ratified. | 

= But the Lord Jeſus commune with all our hearts in ſecret; and He Who. the 
King of bus Church, let him be pleaſed to exerciſe his K ingly Power in onr ſpis 


. ; Pits, that ſo bis Kingdome may come into onr Churches in Purity and Peace, 
DH Amen.. Amen. 
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Of the Form of Church-Government , and that it « ont, 
: immutablr, and preſcribed in the word. 


Cclefiaſtical Poliry, or Church-Government or Diſc Ezck 45.11, 
pline, is nothing elſe but that Form and Order that is Co! 2.5. * 
to be obſerved in the Church of Chriſt upon earth, » Tivi.z-15, 
both for the Conſticution of it, and all the Admim- 


therefore to continue one and the ſame unco the appearig of Heb. 12: 15-uf 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a Kingdome that cannot be ſhiken, 1 © 1-15-24 » 
until he ſhall deliver it up unto God, even the Father. So that ic Dogſ _B. 
i$ Hot left in the power of men, Officers, Churches, or any ſtate ; \;ngs 1; ine 
inthe world to adde, or diminiſh, or alter any ching ia the lealt ;z 33. 91 
meaſure therein. ; | 
4. The neceſſary Circumſtances, as time and p'1ce, &c. be- x Kings 14. | 
longing unto order and decency, are not fv lett unto men, as Fx01-2 19. 
that under prererce of them, they may :hruſt cheir own Inven- _ F / 
tions upon the Churches, being circumſcribed 1n the Word wich 4. A | 
many general limitations, where they are Cetermined in reſp. Rt /-aw14 4 | 
84 
y 


of the matter to be neither Worſhip i. ſelf, nor Circumtances 1 C1.1 24, 
A 3Z ſen. Þh.: 0 


$7 Of the Natwre of the Church, 


ſeparable from Worſhip, In reſpeR of their End, they muſt be 

x Cr. 1426 done unto edification , in reſpect of the Manner, decently and 
1449 & jnorder, according to the nature of the things themſelves, and 
nts On and Church-cuſtome, Doth not even nature it ſelf teach 
its 15.28. py yea, they are in ſome ſort decermined particularly, name- 

| Y; that they be done in ſuch a manner, as all circumſtances con- 
idered, is moſt expedient for edification : ſo, as if there be no 
errour of man concerning their determination, the determining 


of them is to be accounted as if it were divine. 


CHAP, IL 


Of the Natwre of the Cathelick Church in general, and in 
ſpecial of a particular Viſible Charch. 
Rok. 5.52029. AD Catholick Church, is the whole Company of thoſe chir 

a areeleRed, redeemed , and in time effeRually called from 
the ſtare of fin and death, unto a ſtate of grace and ſalvation in 
Jeſus Chriſt, 3 

2, This Church is either Triumphant, or Milicant, Trium- 
phant, the number of them who are glorified in Heaven : Mili- 
, tant, the number of them who are confliting with their ene- 
mics upon earth, 

3. This Militant Church is to be confidered as Inviſible, and: 
Viſible, Inviſible, in reſpe& of their relation wherein they ſtand 
to Chriſt,. as a Body unto the Head, being unired unto him by 
the Spiric of God, and faith in their hearcs : V.ſible, in reſpeR 
of the profeſſion of their faich, in their perſons, and in partt- 
cular Churches. And ſo there may: be acknowledged an Ui- 
verſal Viſible Church, 

4. The Members of the Militant Viſible Church, conſidered 
either as not yet in Church-order, or as walking accord:ng to 
the Church-order of the Goſpel. In Order, and ſo befides rhe 
ſpiritual union and communion common to all Believers they 
enjoy moreover an union and conmuuion Eccleſtaltical-Poli:ica!, 
So we deny an Uiverſal Viſ-ble Church. 


5. The ſtate of the Members of che Militant Viible Church 
. | walking 


_ w——_ O—— —_— —} 
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Of the Matter of the Church, 3 
walking in order, was either before the Law, Oeconomical, that Gen.18 19. 
is in Families ; or under the Law, National ;, or ſince the com- Ex#-4 19-6. 
ing of Chriſt, onely Congregational : (the term /ndependent we ; 
approve not) Therefore neither National, Provincial, nor Claſ- 
{ical 
z . . . . * Cn . , 

6. A Congregational Church is by the Taſticution of Chriſt A we 
a part of the Militant Viſible Church, conſiſting of a Company 12.27. 
ot Saints by calling, united into one Body, by a holy Covenant, £-x94 » 9 526+ 


ow” 


for the publick Worſhip of God, and the mucual education one DD i. & 
of another, in the fellowſhip of the Lord Jeſus. 4 _ 
 ———_ 1 Cor. 14 26. 
CHAP. II. 
Of the Matter of the Viſible Church, both in reſp? of 
Lualty and Quamity. 

IF” He Matter of a Viſible Church are Saints by calling, Ar _ 

- pheC. 1.4. 

2. By Saints, we underſtand, 1, Such as have not 


ſome or more of them be unſound, and hypocrites inwardly, ) , S gy 


becauſe the Members of ſuc!) particular Churches are common- e2i!.;. 
ly by the holy Ghoſt called Saints, and Faithful Brethren in C'l.1 2: 
Chriſt : and ſundry Churches have been reproved for receiving Ephcſ 1-1. 
and ſuffering ſuch perſons to continue in fellowſhip amongtt g 4 IT 
them, as haye been off-nhive and ſcandalous , the Name of Go@ eek 6s _ 
alſo by this means is blaſphemed, and the holy things of God & 22 z#.34. + 
defiled and profaned, the hearts of the godly grieved, and the N'M.19 20. 89 
wicked themſelves hardened, and holp:n for ward to damnation, E d Itz'g. I] 
The example of ſuch doth endanger the ſinRi:y of others: Pb as N18 
A li:tle leaven leaveneth the whole lump, 2, The Children of i © :.4.5. -$ 
ſuch, who are alſo holy, t C1.7 546 
3. The Members of Churches though orderly conſtituted, 
may in time degenerate, and grow corrupt and ſcandalous, 
which 


int | Mar. 2 6. } 
tion they may be accounted Saints by calling (though perhaps - =—_- | 


— 


. , - ey « 

WE”. 4 .* Of the Matter of the Church. 

| Jerzut- which though they oug't not to be tolerated in the Church, yer 

3.507-7-1% their continuance therein, through the defi of the execution 

| ge » of N.ſcipline and juſt Cenſures,dorh not immediately diſſolve the 

act. Being of the Church, as appears in the Church of fel, and 
Rev 2.14415, The Churches of Gal:tia and Corinth, Pergamns and Thyativa, 

& 21-21. 4. The Matter of the Church in reſpeR of its Yrantity, 

oughr not to be of greater nun. ber then may ordinarily meer 

0-00 1 together conveniently in one place; nor ordiarily ſewer, then 

1t-1417- may conveniently carry dn Church-work, Hence when the holy 

Scripture makes mention of the Saints combined into a Church- 

Eh eſtate, in a Town or City where was but one Congregation, it 

_—_ '" vſually callerh thoſe Saints [The Charch} in the firgular num- 

ou 3% 37 ber , as, The Church of the T hrſ[alenians, T he Church of Smyy- 

| na, Philadelphia, and the like : But when ic ſpeaketh of the Saints 

in a Nation or Province, wherein there were ſundry Congre- 

gacions, it frequently and aſually calleth chem by the name of 

s Cor. 16-1419 Churches, in the plural number , as the [ Churches] of Aſia, 

Gal. 2. Galatia, Macedonia, and the like : which is further confirmed 

I + by what is written of ſundry of thoſe Churches in particular, 

-” * - how they were aſſembled and met rogether the whole Church 

/ Aﬀs2- 46 in oneplace, as the Church at er»ſalem,the Church at Anticch, 

& -12 & 6-2. the Church at Corinth, and Cerchrea, though it were more near 

14-27 E15+ to Corinth, it being the Portthereof, T nar ar ro 3 _ 

"San. lage, yet being a diltin& Congregation from Corinth, it had a 

4 43 * Church of RR as well as Corinth had, 

4 5. Nor can it with reaſon be thought, but that every Charch 
appointed and ordained by Chriſt, had a Miniſtry ordained and 
appointed for the ſame, and yer plain it is, that there were no 
ordinary Officers appointed by Chriſt for any other then Con- 

i gregational Churches , Elders being appointed to feed, not all 

FAS :o 28- flocks, but that particular Rock of God over which the holy 

L Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, and that flock they muſt at- 

F tend, even the whole flock, and one Congregation beirg as 

A much as any ordinary Elders can attend, therefore there is no 

l | greater Church thea a Congregation, which may ordinarily 


"oh meet in one place, 
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OF rhe Form of a Viſible Church, 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Form of a Viſible Church, and of Church-Covenant, 


wm by calling, muſt have a Viſible Political Union amongſt ! _ 27. 
themſcives, or elſe they are not yer a particular Church , * *®3 55 
as thoſe Similitudes hold forth which the Scripture makes uſe 0 
to ſhew the nature of particular Churches : as a Body, a Build- Eph.z.32 
ing, of Houſe, Hands, Eyes, Feet, and other members muſt be * #12 15, 
uniced, or elſe (remaining ſeparate) are not a Body, Stones, '©'7: BY 
Timber, though ſquared, hewn and poliſhed, are not an Houſe, 
uncil they are compacted and united ; ſo Saints or Believers, in 
judgement of charicy, are not a Church, unleſs orderly knic * 
together, | | 

2. Particular Churches cannot be diſtinguiſhed one from an- 
Other, but by their Forms, Epheſms is not Smyrna, nor Perge- Rey, x, 
mus Thyatira , bur each one a diitinR Society of it ſelf, having 
Officers of their own, which had not the charge of others , 
Vi-cues of their own, for which others are not praiſed ; Cor- 
ryprions of their own, for which others are not blamed, "42 

3. This Formis the Vi/ible Cov:nant, Agreement or Conſent, Ex-d rg.g,8, 4 
whereby they give up themſelves unto the Lord, to the obſer- Deur.29 A pal 


> 


ving of the Ordinances of Chriſt together in ſhe ſame Sociery, ys tte» 
which is uſually called the Church Covenant : for- we ſee not * A 


other wiſe how Members can have Church power one over an- . _ 
other mucua!ly, The comparing of cach particular Chyrch un- Ejh +19. *Y 
ro a City, and unto a Spouſe, ſeemerh ro conclude not onely a 2 Cor 11.7 
Form, but that that Forny is by way of Covenint, The Cove- <4 
nant, as it was that which made the Family of Abraham and Grn,1g gu « & 
clldren of //radl to be a Church and people unto Gud, fo is it Pen 29 1291gÞ 
that which now makes the ſcyeral Socicues of Gentile believers "> 13.191 
to be Churchesin theſe dayes, 

4. This voluntary Agreement, Conſent, or Covenant (ſor 
all :heſe are here taken tor the ſame) aichough the more ex- 
preſs and plain i: is, the more fully it purs us in mindeof oup | 


mu:ual ducy, and Rirrech us up rout, and leaveth leſs room _ 
| C | ws the 
-_ * 2 
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6 - Of the Form of a Viſible Church. 
the queſtioning of the truth of che Church-eitaze of a comprny 
of P: oteflors, and the truch of Memberſhip of particular per- 
ſors , yet we conceive the ſubſtance ot it 1s kept, where there 
is a real agreement and conſent of a company ot faithful per- 
ſors to meet conſtantly togerher in one Cong: egatio:, tor the 
publick Wor ſhip of God, and their muru.4] ediac4ition ; which 
real Agteement and conſent they do expreſs by cheir conſtant 
pr..ifc in coming together for the pudlick Worſhip of God, 
and by cheir rel:;gious ſubjeRion unto the Ordinances of God 
os there: the rather, if we do conſider how Scripcure-covenatits 
:4 3» ? 
19 joih.z4; have been entred into, not onely expreſly by word of mouth, 
18 70 24. bur by Secrifice, by Hand writir.g,and Seal , and alſo ſomeiimes 
Plal5os- by filent conſent, without any writing, or expreſſion of words 
___ ol 
— <—oygs "9" $5. This Form then being by murual Covenant, it followeth, 
it is not faith in the heart, nor the proteflion of chat faich, nor 
cohabiration, nor Baptiſm, 1, Not Faith in the heart , be- 
cauſe that is inviſible + 2, Not 4 bare Profrſſi-n, becauſe that 
declareth them no more to be Members of -vne Church then of 
another : 3, Not cohabitation, Atheiſts or Infidels may dwell 
rogether with Believers: 4. Not Bapti/m ;, becauſe it preſup- 
polech a Church-eſtats, as circumciſion in the Old Teſtament, 
which gave no Being unto the Church, the Church beirg betore 
it, and in the Wilferneſs without ir. Seals preſuppoſe a cove- 
nanc already in being. One perſon is a compleac ſubje&t of Ba- 
ptiſm, bur one perſon is uncapable of being a Church, 
AR & , 6 All Believers ought, as God giveth them opportunity 
2-476 
$26 Mar, 3. hereunto, to endeavour to joyn themſelves unto a particular 
13-14-15. & Church, and that in reſpeR of the honour of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
28 19.20: his Example and Inſtitution, by the profeſſed ackr.owledgement 
Pi4 133-2:3- of, and ſubjeRion unto the Order and Ordinances of the Go- 
77 fſpel: asalſoinreſpeR of their gaod of communion founded 
_ by upon their viſible union,and contained in the Promiſes of Chriſts 
ſpecial preſence in the Church , whence they have tc llowſhip 
Pſ41.119-176. With him, and in him one wich another : alſo for the keeping of 
1 Per. 225, theminthe way of Gods commandments, and recover:eg of 


"Ep"1.4'6 themincaſeof wandring, (which all Chriſts ſheep are ſubj 


Ih. 22 2425. 


Mat.18.15,16,-9 © 1N this life) being unable to return of themſelves ; rogether 


with 
RY 
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Of ot firſt [ubjeft of Church power. 7 

with the benefic of their mutual editication, and of their poſie- 
rity, that they may not be cut off from the Priviledges of the 
Covenant, Otherwiſe, if a Believer offends, he remains deſtt- 
eute of the remedy provided in that behalf, And ſhould all Be- 
lievers negleR this duty of joyning to all particular Congrega- 
tions, it might follow thereupon, that Chriſt ſhould have no 
vilible Poli.ical Churches upon earth, 


— 


CHAN *T 


Of the firſt Subjelt of Church-Power , or, To whom 
C hurch-"Fower doth firſt belong. 


—_ — 


He firſt SubjeRt of Church-Power is either Supreme, or a —_ 
Subordinate and Miniterial, The Supreme (by way of qt. 
gfc from the Father) is che Lord Jeſus Chriſt : the Miniterial jp, ,> 2223 
1s either extraordinary, as the Apoſiles, Prophets, and Evan- 1 Cor. 14.30. 
geliſts, or ordinary, as every particular Congregational Trus r 5 
Church. - | t Cor.5.12. 
2. Qrdinary Church-Power, is either the Power of Office, 
that is, ſuch as is proper to the Elderſhip; or Power of Privi- 
ledge, ſuch as belongs unts the Brotherhood, The latter, is 
in the Brethren form4l;y, and immediately from Chriſt, that is, ——— 
ſo as it may be attcd or exerciſed immediately by themſclves , alt & 
the former is noc in them tormally or immediately, and there- & ;., « 14 23. 
fore caanot be acted or exerciſed immeciarely by chem, but is 1 *:-r. 16.29, 
ſaid ro be in them, in thac they deſign the pzrſons unto Office, :9- 
who onely are to .R, or to exerciſe this Power, 
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rat 3: The 


Of the Officers of the Chu.” 

that there may be the Eſſ-nce and Being of a Church without 
any Officers, ſeeing tiiere is both the Form and Matter of a 
Church, which is »mplied, when it is ſaid, The Apoſtles ordained 
Ellers in eve y Chirch, 

2. Nceverthielcis, thongh Officers be nor abſolutely n-ceffary 
to the {imple Boing of Churches, when they be called, yet or- 
dinarily co their Calling they are, and to their well b-11g ; and 
theretore the Lord Jetus our of His render competition, hack 
gppotared and ordained Officers, which be wou!d not tive done, 
if chey had noc been uſ-ful and needful tor rhe Church, yea, 


4. Of Elders (who are alſo in Scripture called Bi/eps) ſome 
attend chiefly to the Miniſtry. of the Word, as the Paitors and 
. Teachers, others attend eſpecially unto Rifle, wito are there- 
fore called Ruling Elders. 

5. The Office of Paltor and Teacher, appears to ve diſtir R, 
The Paitors ſpecial work is, to attend tro FE xho tati-n, and 
therein to adminiiier a word of Wiſcome : the Teccher is £0 at- 
tend to Dofrine, and therein to adminittcr a word of Know- 
ledoe : and either of them to adminiſter the Seals of tha: Cove- 
nant, unto the diſpenſation whereof they are alike called , as 
alſo to execute the Cenſures, being bu: a kinde of Applica» 


tion cf the Word; the Prezching of which, cogecher _ 
the 


- attending co Tegch and Preach the Word is peculiar unto the 


Of Ruling Elder rind Dead : "> a 
the Application thereof they are alike charged wichall. " Ade”; 
6. And foraſinuch as both Paltors and Teachers are given Eph. 1198 4- 
by Chritt for the perfcAng of the Sain:s, and edifying of his & 121429 | * 

Body . which Satnrs a:.d Body of Chriſt is his Church : there * +» 
fore we accouiit Paitors and Teachers to be both of them w.% 
C'.urch Officers, and nor the Paitor' for the Church, and the 

Tracher onely for the Schoo!s ; though chis we gladly acknow- J 
ledge, that Schovis are bath 1:wiul, proficable, and neceſſary ! Sa. 16-124 «; 


for che trarning up of ſach in good Literature or Learning, as 1} _ w—_ 
may atrer wards be Galicd forth uiito Office of Pakor or Teaogs,— 77 
inthe Church, > 

15%: 

CHAP. Vi. y % 

i Of Ruling Elders and Deacons. : 


_— Ruling Elders Office is diſtin from the Office of Paſtor Rom:1 TTY f 


. , Ty p 4 
ard ſeacher, The Ruling Elders are not ſo called, to ex- : rs + — 


clude the Paſtors and Teachers trom Ruling, becauſe Rubng 1, 0 
and Governing is common to theſe wich the other , whereas; Tim, m_ 


for mer, ba 
2. The Rulipg Elders work is to joyn with the Paſtor and 1 Ti 


. Teacher in thoſe as of Spiritual Rule which are diltinQ from.z © tr 
the Miriitry of the Word and Sacraments commicted to them, , 7; 0 
Of which ſort, theſe be as followerh: 1. To open and ſhut the 
doors of Gods Houſe, by the Admiſtion of Members approved-z 
by the Church; by Ocdination of Officers cholen dy the 

Church , and by Excommunication of notorious and obitinate - ©. 

oli: renounced by the Church, and b jpherng of pes 

nicent$for given by the Church. 2. To call the Church toge- FY 1 
ther when there is occaſion, and ſeaſonably te difmifs them as cf 
again, 3, To prepare matters in private, that in publick they *.* >*% 
may be carried an end with leſs-rrouble, and more ſpeedy *VE 
diſpatch. . 4. To moderare the carriage of all matters in the 17h 4 
Churchafſembled, as, To propoumd matters to the Church, 4:b £ 

' toorder the ſeaſon of ſpeech and filecce ; and ro pronoygce » Theil'2 wy 

C 3 ſentence. 1441% 54 


apt 
, 


by > bans nately, our of rank and place, wichour a calling, or idlely in their 
\"Aft5 20 20, Calling. 7. Toprevent and heal ſuch offences in life or in do- 

E! Rrine, as might corrupt the Church. 8. To feed the flock of 
"» God with a word of Admonition. 9. And as they ſhall be ſent 
for, to viſit and to pray over their fick Brechren: 10, And at 
other times as opportunity ſhall ſerve rhereunto. 
"Aﬀt:636. 3. The office of a Deacon is inſti:uted in the Church by the 
Phil.1.4 Lord Jeſus; ſometime they are called Helps, The Scripture * 
telleth us how they ſhould be qualified, Grave , not double 
-*x Tim3.8 9. 79%gmed, not given to much wine, not given to filthy cre, They * 
N mult firit be proved, and rhen uſe the office of a Deacon, being 
y. Als 4. 35- found blameleſs. The office and work of the Deacon, is to re- 
> & 6 3,30 ceive the offerings of the Church , gifcs given co the Church, 
. and to keep the Treaſury of the Church, and therewith to ſerve 
the Tables which the Church is to provide for , as the Lords 
Table, the Table of the Miniſters, and of ſuch as are in necef(- | 
ſity, ro whom they are to diſtribute in ſimplicity, 

4. The office therefore being limited unto ghe care of the | 
temporal good things of the Church, it exrends not unto the 
attendance upon, and .adminiſtration of the Spiritual things 
thereof, as the Word and Sacraments, or the like, 

$5. The ordinance of the Apoltle, and praQtice of the Chu: chy 
3 commends the Lords-day as a fic time for the Contribucions of 
the Saints, 

- - 6. Theinſtituting of all theſe Officers in the Church, is the 
+ workof God himſelf, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the holy 
Ghoſt: and therefore ſuch Officers as he hath not appGhred, 
are altogether unlawful eicher co be placed in che Church, or to 
be retained therein, and are to be looked art as humane crea- 
tures, meer [nvencions and Appoihtments of man, to che great 
diſhonour of Chriſt Jeſus,. che Lord of his Houſe, the King of 
his Church, whether Pores, Patriarks, C ardinals, Arckbi hops, ) 
Lord Biftops, Arch deacons, Officials, Commſſaries, and the like, 
Theſe, andthe reit of that Hierarchy and Retinue, not being 
plants 


LIMI 


— —— —— —_——— 
* 


| Of the FleQAion of Church-Officers, - IT ; 
| > | 


plants of the Lords planting, ſhall all be certainly rooted out, Mit ry.13, 
and calt forth, 

7 The Lord hath appointed ancient Widows (where they r Tim-y 9.1%, 
may be had) co miniſter in the Church, in giving attendance to | 
the ſick, and to give ſuccour unto chem, and others in the like 
nzceſli.ies. 


4 


( 


! 


is 
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CHAP. VIL 
Of the El:Hion of Church-Officers, 


O man may take the honour of a Church-officer unto yeh, ,. 
himſelf, buc he chat was caſted of God, as was Aaron. 
2. Calling unto Office is eicher immediate, by Chriſt himſelf, 
ſuch was the call of the Apoſtles and Prophets; this manner of G1! r.r. 
calling ended wich chem, as hath been ſaid : or mediate, by the 4s 14-23. & 
Church, ES 
3. It is meer, that before any be ordained or choſen officers, , Tim 5.24. 
| they ſhould frit be tried and proved, becauſe hands are not & ». 1. 
ſuddenly to be laid upon any,and both Elders and Deacons muſt A 16-2. & 
be of honeſt and good report, m_ 
4. The things in reſpeR of which they are to be tried, are 
, thoſe gifts and virtues which the Scripture requireth in men thar 


* areto be eleRt:d into ſuch places, viz. thar Elders muſt be py 
blam:leſs, ſobcy, apt tateach, and endued with ſuch other qualif- 
cations as are laid down, 1 Tim.3.2, Tits 1.6, to9, Deacons \ 


tO be firted as is diretzd, As 6.3. 1 Tim. B, to 11. «> 

5 Officers are to be called by ſuch Churches whereunto they As 14.29. i 
arecO miniſter, Of ſuch moment is the preſcrvation of this 1.23 & 6.3 44% 
Powerggaſat the Charches exerciſed it in the preſence of the 
Apoiltles. 

6. A Church being free, cannot become ſubjeR co any, but 4 
by a free eleR.on ;, yer when ſuch a people do chuſe any to be mn, -— 
over them in the Lord, then do they become ſubjeR, and moſt ©? = 
willingly ſubmit co cheir Miniſtry in the Lord, whom they have 

; ſo choſen. 
7. Anvif the Church have power to cliuſe their _—_ Rom, 16 1% 
and- 
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es 4 | of * is TRE, 
ll Of Ordination, and Impoſation of Hide. 
” andMiniſters, then in caſe of manifett unworthineſs and delin- 


-, 1-Tims 22. 


quency, they have power alſo to depoſe them : for, to open and 
ut, co chuſe and refuſe, ro conſtitute in office, and remove 
from office, are aQts belonging unto the ſame power, 

8. We judge it much conducing to the ivell- being and com- 
munion of Churches, that where ic may convenicncly be done, 
Ne'ghbour-Churches be adviſed wichall, and their help made 
uſe of in thetrial of Church-cfficers, in order to their choice, 

9. The choice of ſuc!i Church-officers belongech not to the 


 Ciyil Magiſtrates as ſuch, or Dioceſa:1 Biſh'1ps, vr Patrons : for 


of theſe, or any ſuch like, che Scripcure is wholly fileat, as 
having any power therein, | 


— — 


- CHAP. 1X, | 
Of Ordination, and Impoſition of Hands. 


— —_— 


-_ 


II—n are not onely to be choſen by the Church, 
but alſo ro be ordained by Impoſition of hands,and prayer; 
wich.which at the ordination of Elders, Falling alſo is co be 
joyned, | 

2. This Ordination we account nothing eiſe, bur the ſolemn 
putting of a man into his Place and office in the Church, where- 
-unto he had right before by Election : being like the inltalling 
of a Magiſtrate in the Comimen- wealth, Ordination therefore 
is not to go before, but to follow EleRtion, The eſſence and 
ſub3ance of the outward calling of an 0: dinary « flicer in the 


Church, doth not conſilt in his ordination, bur in Lis vo\untary | 


and free EleRion by the Church, and in his :cceptir-g of that 
EleRtion : whereupon is founded that rel tion berwggg, Paſtor 
and Flock, becween ſuch a Mirilter, and ſuch a People,” Ordi- 
nation doth not conſtitute an officer, nor give him the eſſentials 
of his office. The Apoliles were Elders, wi.}.ou: Impoſition 
of hands by men: Pax] and Barnabas were-« fficers, before 
chat Imipoſitiqn of hands, As 13.3. The poiicricy of Zevs 
were Pricſts and Ltvites, b:'ore hands were laid on them by the 


children of J/ract, 
3, In 


O* Ordination, and Impoſition of Hand:, 13 3B 
3. In ſach Churches where there are Elders, Impofition of ; pr | | 


Hands in ordination is to be performed by thoſe Elders, 33 

4. In ſuch Churches where there are no Elders, Impoſition 

of Hands may be performed by ſome of the Brethren orderly Numb.8. 19+ 

- Choſen by the Charch thereunto. For if the people may el 
officers, which is the greater, and wherein the ſubſtance of the \% 
office conſiſts, they may much more (occaſion and need fo re- 
quiring) impoſe hands in ordination, which is leſs, and but the ' 
accompliſhment of the other. 

5. Nevertheleſs,in fuch Churches where there are no Elders, 
and the Church ſo deſire, we ſee not why Impoſition of Hands 
may not be performed by the Elders of other Churches, Ordi- 
nary officers laid hands upon the officers of many Churches: 

The Presbyrery at Epheſws laid hands upon Timothy an Evanges 1 Tim. g 14+ 
lit, the Presbytery at Antioch laid hands upon Pax! and Bar. At313-3- 
; nabas. 

6. Church- officers are officers to one Church, even that par- ; og 5 
ticular over which the holy Ghoſt hath made them overſeers, **"* ** = 
Inſomuch as Elders are commanded to feed, not all flocks, but 
that Alock which is commitced to their fai:h and truſt, and de- 
pendeth upon them. Nor can conſtant reſidence at one Con- 
pregation be neceſſary for a Miniſter, no nor yet lawful, if he 

nota Miniſter to one Congregation onely, but ro the Church _ 
Unerſil, becauſe he may not attend one part onely of the 43s 20 28. 
Church whereco he is a Miniiter, but he is called to attend unto 
all che flock, 

7. He that is clearly looſed from his Office-relation unto that 
Church whereof he was a Miniſter, cannot be looked at as an 
Officer, nor perform any a> of office in any other Church, 
unleſs he be agiin orderly called unto Office : which when ir 
ſhall be, we knuw nothing to hinder, but Impoſition of Hands 
alſo in his Ordination ought t» be uſed rowards him ag.in; For 
ſo Paxl che Apoltle received Impoſition of Hands twice art leaſt 
from Ananias, Als 9.17. & 13.3. 
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CHAP. -X, 
Of the Power of the Church, and its Precbyte y, 


C_ and Lordly Power over all the Churches upon earch 
doth.onely belong unto Jeſus Chrilt, who is King of the 
Church, a:d the Head thereof, He hath the Government vp- 
on bis ſhoulders, and hath all power given co him, both in Hea- 
ven and Earth, | 

2. A Company of profeſſed Believers Ecclefiaſtically Confe- 
derate, a they are a Church before they have Officers, and 
without 'them ; ſo even in that eſtate, Subordinate Church- 


. power under Chriſt, delegated to them by him, doth belong to 


chem, in ſuch a manner as is before expreſſed, Chap.y. Sett.2. 
and as flowing from the very Nature and Eſſence of a Church : 
Ir beirg oatural roak Bodies, and fo unto a Church Body, to 
be furniſhed with {ufciene Power for ics own preſervacion and 
\ubluterce. 

$. This Government of the Church is a mixt Government 
(and ſo bath been acknowledged long before the term of 7nde- 
pendency was heard of; ) In reſpet of Chrift, the Head and 
Kirg of- the Church, and the Soveraign Power relidi-g in Wim, 
and.exerciſed by him, it is a Momerchy, inrefp:& of the Body 
or Brotherhood of the Church, and power from Chriit granted 
unto then, . ic reſembles a Democracy , in refpect of the PrezLy- 
tery, and power committed ynto them, it is an Aritocyacy. 

4. The Soveraign Power whiclt is peculiar untd Chriſt, is ex- 
erciſed- 1, In calling the Church our of the world unto holy 
fellowſhip wich himſelf, 2. In inſtiruting the Ordinances of 
his Worſhip, and appointing his Minilters and Officers for the 
diſpenſing of them, 3. In giving Laws for the ordering of all 
our wayes, and the wayes of his Houſe, 4. In giving power 
and life to all his Inſtitutions, and to his people by them, $5. In 


. proteRing and delivering his Church againſt and from all che 


enemies of their peace. 
5. The Power granted by Chriſt unto the Body of the Chur - 
| an 


Of the Power of the Church. 15 


and Brotherhood, is a Prerogative or Priviledge which the 
Church doth exerciſe, 1, In C#oeſing their own officers, whe- 
ther Elders or Deacons, 2, In Admiſſion of their own Mem- 
bers, and therefore there is great reaſon they ſhould have - ul Ss o 
power to remove any from their fellowſhip agun, Hence in 457 © 
caſe of offence, any Brother hath power ro convince and admo- Ma. 18.15, 
niſh an offending Brother , and in caſe of not hearing him, ro #617: 
take one or-two more to ſet on the Admonition ; and in caſe of 
not hearing them, to proceed to tell the Church : and as his 
offence may require, the whole Church hath power to proceed 
to the publick Cenſure of him, whether by Admonition, or Ex- (1,1, 
communication : and upon his Repentance to reſtore him again Mat 18 17: 
unto his former communion, 2 Cui.2 7,8. 

6, In caſe an Elder offend incorrigibly, the matter ſo requi- 
ri"g, as the Church had power to call him to effice, ſo they have 
power according to order ( the counſel of other Churches, 
where it may be had, direRing thereto) to remove him from <1 , ,,. 
his office: and being now but a Member, in caſe he adde con- & wn: 16 17, 
tumacy to his ſin, the Church that had power to receive him 1 18 17. 
into their fellowſhip, hath alſo the ſame power to caſt him our, : 
that they have conccrning any other Member, ; 

7. Church-government, or Rule, is placed þy Chriſt in the 1 Tir? 5 17. 
officers of the Church, who are therefore called Rulers, while 2-13 17: 
they rule with Gd: yer in caſe of Mal- Adminiſtration, they are * 5 12+ 
ſubjeR co the power of the Church, as hath been ſ:id before, iy 
The holy Ghoit frequently. yea alwayes, where it mentionech Rom. 12 8. 
Church-Rule, and Church-Government, afcribeth it co Eiders ; * I's 17. 
whereas the work and du.y of the people is expreſſ<din the }7'1t* 25 2 
phraſe of obrying their Elaers, and ſubmitting themſelves mnto Sin 
them inthe Lord, "So as it is manifelt, that an organick or com- « 
pleat Church is a Bdy Politick, confilting of ſome that are Go- | 
yernour”s, and ſome that are governed in the Lord, 

8, ſhe power which Chriit hach commirted co the Elders, is 4As 20 a$. 


to feed and rulerthe Church of God, and accordingly to call oy A 
P + (ITTL It, 


the C!:urch togerher upon any weighty occaſion: when the ;/,, 2 
Members fo called, wirhour ju't ciuſe, my no: refuſe ro come, alia 
nor wien they are come, dep.rt before chey are diſmiſſ.d , nor : 
ſpeak 11 che Church, before chey have leave from the Elders , H £4 4 

D 2 nor 
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Of the Powtr of thi Church, 


nor continue ſo doing, when they require ſilence : nor may 
they oppoſe nor contradi& the judgement or ſenter.ce of the 
Elders, wichour ſufficient and weighty cauſe, becauſe ſuch pra- 
ices are manifeſtly contrary unto Order and Government, 
and inlets of diltur bance, and tend co confuſion. 

9. It on þ, em unto the Elders to examine any Officers 
or Members, before they be received of the Church, to re- 
ceive the Accuſations brought to the Church, and to prepare 
them for the Churches hearing. In handling of offences and 
other matters before the Church, -they have power to declare 
and publiſh the counſel and will of God touching the ſame, 
and to pronounce Sentence wich conſent of the Church, Latt- 
ly they have power, when they diſmiſs the people, to bleſs them 
in the Name of the Lord. 

10, This power of Government in the Elders, doth not any 
wile prejudice the power of Priviledge in the Brotherhood , as 
neither the power of Priviledge in the Brethren, doth prejudice 
the power of Government in the Elders, but they may ſweetly 
agree together : as we may ſce in the example of the Apoſtles, 
furniſhed with the greateſt Church-power, who took in the 
concurrence and conſent of the Brechren in Church-Admini- 
trations, Alſo that Scripture, 2-Cor.2.9. & 10.6. do declare, 
that what the Churches were to aRt and doin theſe matters, 
they were to do in a way of obedience, and that not one!y ro 
o diretion of the Apoſtles, bur alſo of-their ordinary 
Elders, 

11, From the premiſes, namely, That the ordinary power 
of Government belonging onely co the Elders, Power of Pri- 
viledge.remaineth with che Brotherhood, (as, power of judge- 
ment in matters of Cenſure, and power of liberty in matters 
of- liberty : ) It followeth, That in an Organick Church, and 
right Adminiſtration, all Church-aRs proceed atrer the manner 

a mixt Adminiſtration, ſo as no Church-aRt can be conſum- 
mated or perfeRed without the conſent of both, 
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Of the Maintenance of Charch-Officers. 


CHAP. XL. 
: Of the Maintenance of Church Officers, 


He Apoſtle concludes, that neceſſary and ſufficient Main- pon 9 14 15» 

renance is due unto the Miniſters of the Word, from the - 956-8 
Law of Nature and Nations, from the Law of Afoſes, the Equi- ; Tin.5.18. - 
ty thereof, as alſo the Rule of common Reaſon., Moreover, 
the Scrip: ure doth not onely call Elders Laboxrers, and Work- of 
mn, but alſo ſpeaking of them, doth ſay, that the Labourer u« G.! 6 6. | 
worthy of- his hire : and requires that he which is taught in the” | | 

-- . Word, ſhould communicate to him in all good things, and x Cr 9.9 14. 
mentions it as an ordinance of the Lord, That they which 1 Tun. 13. 1 


Oc wa O0OSo — 


preach the Golpe), ſhould live of the Goſpel; and forbidderh 
the muzling of the mouth of the Ox that treadeth our the 
corn, | 
2, The Scriptures alledged requiring this Maintenance as a 
bounden duty and due debt, and not as a matter of Alms and 
free gift, therefore people are not at liberty to do or not to do, 
what and when they pleaſe in this matter, no more then in any 
other commanded duty, and ordinance of the Lord ; but oughc | 
of duty to miniſter of their carnal things, to them that labour gom. 45.25; 
amongſt them in the Word and Doctrine, as well as thiey ought 1 Crr.g 34. * +, % 
ro pay any other workmen their wages, and to diſcharge and #£ 
ſatisfic their other debts, or to ſubmir themſelves to obſerve any. | 
other ordinance of the Lord, A. » 
3. The Apoſtle (G4/.6.6.) enjoyning, that he which is taught Gal 6.6- 
communicate to him that teacheth in af good things, doth not 
leave it arbitrary, what or how much a man ſhall give, or in 
what preportion, but even the latter, as well as ihe former, is « Cor. 16. 2 
preſcribed and appointed by the Lord. | M 
4. Not onely Members of Churches, but a/ that are taught G1l-6.6. 4 
in the Word, are to contribute unto him that reacheth, in all good F. 
things, In caſethat Congregations are defeRive in their Con- 
tributions, the Deacons are to call upon them ro do their ducy : 48: 6.3,4*- + 
If cheir call ſufficech nor, the Church by her power is to require the 
D 3 it.- 
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"Of afdniſinef Memberriats the Church, 

it of their Members , «fad where Church-power, through the 

corruption of men, doth ante cannot attain the end, the Ma- 
u 


a 


| r 
"is © _Siſtratels to ſce the Miniſtr ey provided for, as appears 
Neb. 14.1- Fo the commended Exam le of N, mich, The Magi —_ 
 Ma.go xy are Nucling-fahers, and Nurſing-mothers, and ftand charged 


"| with che cuitody of both Tables ; becauſe it js better ro prevent 
,- © i ſcandalthatir may not come, and eaſier alſo, then to nn 

. $ Cor.8-13,14 jr whenitis given, Jcs molt ſuitable ro Rule, that by the Chure 
i care each man ſhould know his proportion according to 

. Rule, whar he ſhould do, before he do ic, thar ſo his judgement 
and beart may be ſatisfied in what he doth, and jult offcnce pre- 
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1 | CHAP, Xx. 
Of Admiſſion of Members into the Church. 


& 2. Ci. 13 15 "THe doors of the Churches of Chriſt upon earth, do not 
woof DON by Gods appointment ſtand ſo wide open, that all ſorts of 


Fn , good or bad, may fre enter therein ac their pleaſure , 
ſach as are admitted thereto as Members, ought to be cx- 
amined and tried firſt, whether they be fir and meet to be re- 
= ---- Cceivedinto Church-ſociety, or not, The Eunuch of Ethiopia, 
* 48-339. before hisadmiſſjon, was examined by Philip, whether he did 
* believe on Jeſus Chriſt with all his heart, The Argel of che 
- Rev.z.z, Church at Epheſus is commended, for trying ſuch as ſaid they 
oe were Apoſtles, and were not, There is like reaſon for trying 
% Aﬀt'91- of them that profeſs themſelves ro be Believers, The Cficers 
7 are charged with the keeping of the doors of the Church, and 
TX therefore are in a ſpecial manner to make trial! of the fieneſs of 
ih. Rev:41-12. fuch who enter. Twelve Angels are ſet ar the gares of the 
"+3 92;.19- Temple, leſt ſuch as were Ceremonially unclean ſhould encer 
ft ' .  thereinto, | 
_ 2. The things which are requiſite to be found in a!] Church-. 
"#5 3, 1h, to members, are Repentance from lin, and Faith in Jeſus Chrilt ; 
>. andtherefore theſe are the things whereof men are to be ex- 
amined at their admiſſion into the Church, and which then they 
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Of Admiſſion of Members into the Church. iy =+,.34 


mn{ profeſs and hold forth in ſuch ſore; as may ſatise rational . 
ch.vity chat the things are there indeed, Pohn Bap:iſt admit- Mit.z & 
ted caen to Brp.ifin, confelling and bewailing their fins : and of 
ocher ic is ſaid, chat they came, and conjifſed, and ſhewed thiir ARS 19.18, 
dceds, : : 
3. The weakeſt meafure of faith is to he accepted in thoſe 
that deſire to be admitted into the Church , becauſe weak Chri- 
ſtians, if ſincere, have the ſabftance of that F.ith, R: pentance Rim. 14.1, 
and Holineſs which is required in Church-members, and ſ:ch_ 
bave molt need of «he Ordinances for their confirmarion and | 
growth in grace, The Lord Jeſus would not quench the ſmoak- Mr-12. 20, 
ing flax, nor break the bruiſed reed, bur gather the cer.der '[4-40.11- 
lambs in his arms, and carry them gently in his boſome. Svch 
charity ard tenderneſs is ro be uſed. as the weake!t Chriſtian, if 
ſincere, may not be excluded nor diſcouraged. Severity of ex- 
amination is to be avoided, 
4. In caſe any through exceſſive fear, or other infirmity, be 
un.ble ro make their perſonal Relation of their ſpiritual eſtate 
in publick, it is (ufficient chat the Elders having received private 
ſarisfaRtion, make relarion — publick before the Church, 
they teſtifying their 2M-nts thereWro: chis being the way thar 
tendeth molt to editication, But whereas perſons are of grea- 
ter Abilicies, there ir is molt expedient that they make their Re- 
lations and Confeſſions perſonally with their own mouth, as Pſi! «6-16. 
Davil profeſſeth of himſelf, 
5. A perſonal and publick Conf: ſion, and declaring of Gods 
manner of working upon the foul, is both lawful, expedient, 
and uſeful, in ſundry refpeRts, and upon ſundry grounds. 
Thofe three thouſind, As 237741. betorethey were admit- 
red by the Apoſtles, did manifeit chat they were pricked in their 
hearts at Peters Sermon, together with earneſt deſire to be de- | 
livered from their fins, which now wounded their conſcienc.s, 
q and their ready receiving of the word of Promiſe and Exhorta- ! 
tion, Wearetobe w. © torender a reaſon of the hope thar 1 Pe. 3.15. 
is in us, to every one that askethus, therefore we mult be able ' 
and ready upon any occaſion to declare and ſhe our Repen- & d.rr.r: | 
rance for (in, Faich unfeigned, and eff Rual Calling, becauſe Ep?h.1-18. | 
theſe are the reaſon of a well-grounded hope, 7 have not _ ' 
en 
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Of Admiſſion of Members into the Church, 
” den thy righteouſneſs from the great congregation, Plal, 40.10, 
a G. This proteſlion of Faith and Repentance, as it muſt be 
; made by ſuch at their Admifſion, that were never in Church- 
| ſociery before; ſo tiothing hindrech, but the ſame way alſo be 
ble” performed by ſuch as have formerly been Members of ſome 
j other Church, and the Church to which they now joyn them- 
q ſelves asMembers, may lawfully require the ſame. Thoſe three 
| thouſand, As 2. which made their Confeflion, were Mem- 
Na*.z 5.6. bers of the Church of the Jews before, ſo were they that were 
mags baptized by Joby, Churches may errein their admiſſion, and 
" 20m 5-24 perſons regularly admitted, may fall into offence. Otherwiſe, 
if Churches might obtrude their Members, 'or if Church- 
members might obtrude themſelves upon other Churches with- 
out due triall, the matter ſo requiring , both the liberty of 
þ Churches would hereby be infringed, in that they might nor 
| | examine thoſe, concerning whoſe ficneſs for communion they 
| were unſatisfied : and belides the age of their libercy, 
| the Churches themſelves would unavoidably be corrupted, and 
? the Ordinances defiled, whilſt they might not refuſe, buc muſt 
receive the unworthy : which is contrary unto the Scripture, 
Cantg.g. teaching that all Churches are viſters, ard therefore equal, 
7. The like trial is to be required from ſuch Members of the 
Church as were born in the ſame, or received their Member- 
ſhip, and were baptized in their Infancy, or minority, by virtue 
of the Covenant of their Parents, when being grown up unto 
years of diſcretion, they ſhall defire to be made partakers of 
the Lords Supper : unto which, becauſe holy things mult not 
Mt. 7.6. be given unto the unworthy, therefore ic is requiſice, chat theſe 
; IEUru27. as wellas others ſhould come to their tri-ll and examination, 
S- and manifeit cheir Faich and Repencance by an open Pro cſſion 
thereof, before they are received to the Lords Supper , and 
p otherwiſe not to be admitted thereuntzo, Yer theſe Church- 
members that were ſo born, or reccived in their Childhood, 
| before they are capable of being made partakers of full Com- 
£ munion, have many Priviledges which others (not Church- 
members) have not : they are in Covenant with God, have 
| the Seal thereof upon them, viz. Baptiſm, and ſoif not re- :* 


: peneraced, yet arein a more hopeful way of attaining regene- *''* 
rating 
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Of the Removal of C hurch-members, 21 
rating grace, and all che ſpiricual bleſli:gs borh of rhe Covyc- 
nant and Seal, they are alſo under Church-watch, and conſe- 
quently ſubj. ro the Reprehenſions, Admonitions, and Cen- 
ſures thereof, tor their healing and amendment, as need ſhall 


require, 


CHAP. Xl 


Of Chnrch-members their Removal from one Churci: to 
another, and of Recommendation, and Diſmiſſion, 


Hurch-memb:rs may not remove or depart from the 
Church; and ſo one from another as they plesſe,nor with- 
out juit and weigh:y cauſe, bur ought to live and dwell coge- 
ther , foraſmuch as they are commaiided, not to forſake the * 
aſſembling of themſelves rogether. Such departure tends to 
the di\Tulution and ruine of the Body , as the pulliag ot tones + 
and pieces of timber from the Building, and of members trom C 
the Natural Body, tend to the deſtru&t 01 of the whole. | 
2, It is therefore the duty of Church-members, in ſuch 
times and places where counſel may be had, to conſulc wich the 
Church whereof they are Members , about their Removal , *r-» 
that accordingly they having their approbation, may be en- | 
couraged, or otherwiſe deltit, They who are joyned with | 
conſent , ſhould not depart without conſent , except forced 
thercunto, 
3. If a Members depatture be manifellly unſafe and ſinful, ©7-14-23; 
the Church may not conſent thereunto ; for in ſo doing, they Dh T*” 
ſhould not act in faith, and ſhould partake with him in his ſia, © ts 
If the caſe be doubtful, and the p:rſon not to be perſwaded, it 
ſeemeth belt to leave the matter unto God, and not forcibly co 
detain him, | 
4. Juſt Reaſons for a Members Removal of himſcIf from 
the Church, are, 1. If a man cannot cortinue without par- Et.5 x1, 
taking in lin, 2, In caſe of pet ſonal Perſecution : ſv» Pl de- © 9.55 29 
parted trom the D ſc ples at Dam ierns, Aiſcrin calc of general $9 GEM 
3, In caſe ut recall, and 


Perſecution, when all are fcat;ered. 
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7: FT Y ” Of the Removal of Church-members. 
"Na. 13-20. not onely pretended want of competent Subfiſtence, a door be- 
p ing opeved for beter ſupply in another place, regecher with 


W's, " the means-of Spiricual evification. In thele, or Jike caſes, a 
3 Meinber may lawtuliy remove, and the Church cannot lawtully 
de.ain lim, | | 


7 AI , To ſeparate from a Church, either out of contempt of 
+ 3 Tinhggo- ther holy telowſlyp, or Out of coveroulneſs, or tor greater 
\ * © enlargements, with: zait grief co the Church , or our of Scluſm, 

+ *Row.16-17. cr want of love, ard out of a ſpirit of con:ention in reſpect of 
© -y V.19. fomeunkindneſs, or ſome evil onely conceived, or indeed, in 
Col.g az, the Church, which might and ſhould be colerated and healed 
* Gil:6.1;2. - Witha ſpiric of meekneſs, and of which evil. che Chu-ch is.noc 

; 'et convinced (though perhaps himſclt be) nor admoniſhcd : 
be theſe or lie Reaſons to withdraw from publick communion, 
in Word, or Seals, or Cenſures, is unlawful and linful. 

- 6, Such Mcmbers as have orderly removed their Habication, 
ought to joyn themſelves untothe Church in order where they * 
do inhabit, if jr may be: ' orherwiſe, they can neicher perfornt 
the duties, nor receive the priviledges of Members, Such an 
example tolerated in ſome, is apt to corrupt- others, which if 
x Cor-14-33- many ſhobuld follow, would threaten the diſſolution and contu- 
* ſion of Churches, contrary to the Scripture. 

As 18 27, 7. Order requires, that a Member thus removing, have 

7 Letcers Teſtimonial, and of Diſmiſſion from the Church where- 
of he yer is, unto the Church whereunto he delireth ro be 
joyned, leſt the Church ſhould be deluded , that che Church 
» may receive him in faith, and not be corrupced by receiving de- 
6 | ceivers, and falſe Brethren, Untill the perſon difmifſcd be re- 
| ceived into another Church, he ceaſeth not by lis Letters of 

P:ſmiſlion to be a Member of - the Church whereof he was, 
4 The Church cannot make a Member no Member, but by Ex- 
Zea communication, Ch | 
+ Rom 16-2. © 8, If a Member be called to remove onely for a time where 
% »CCr.z.l- a Church is, Letters of Recommendation are requilite, ard 
; 


XX 
Or 
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ſufficient for communion wich that Church, in the Ordinarc-s, 
and in their watch , as Pkebe, a ſervant of the Church at Cen- 
chrea, had Letters wriiten for her co the Church at Rome, that 
ſhe might be received as becomerh Saints. 


9, Such 
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Of Excommunication, and other Cenſares, 22 
9. Such Letters of Recommendation and -Diſmiſſion, were A 
wricten for Apolios ; for Marcus to the Col:ſſians;, for Phabe mu 8: 27- 
to the Romans, for ſundry others to other Churches, And gt ie 
the Apoſtle telleth us, that ſome perſons, not ſufficiently known + Cx z 4x, 
. Otherwiſe, have ſpecial need of ſuch Letters, though he for his 
part had no-need thereof, The uſe of them is to be a benefit 
and help co the party for whom they are written, and for tte 
ſurchering of his receiving amonglt the Saints in the place 
' Whereto he goeth, and the due ſatisfaftion of them in their 
receiving of Rim, 
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CHAR ME 
of Excommunication, and other Cenſurts, 


x He Cenſures of the Church are appointed by Chriſt for i Tim 5 2». 

' th the preverting, removing, and healing of offences in the Don , 7 1:,t3- 

Church, for the reclaimingand gaining of offending Brethren, = Da 

for the decerring of ochcrs from the like offences , for purging 1 Cor-5 6. 
out the leaven which may infe&t the whole lump; for vindi- Rom.s 24. 
cating the honour of Chriſt, and of his Church, and the holy *-v-2 1441599 |; 
Pro'eilion of the Goſpel ; and for preventing of the wrath of *#*** : 
God, that may jultly fall upon the Church, it they ſhould ſuffer” $ 
his Covenant, and the Seals thereof, to be profaned by noto1 i- - 
ous and obſtinate offenders. 

2. If an offence be private, (one Brother off:nding another) Wir. 5-23424. 
the off-nder is to go and acknowledge his Repentance for it un- {Kc 17:3-4- 
ro his off-nding Brother, who is then to forgive him, but if. 
the offender negle& or refuſe to do ir, the Brocher off-nded is 
to go, and convince and admoniſh him of it, bggween chem- Mat-18 15 
ſelves privately : if thereupon the offender be brought to re- 
pent ot his offence, the admoriſher hath won his Brother ; bur 
it the offender hear not his Brother, the Brother offended is Ver. 6. - 
to take with him one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witneſſes, every word may be-eſtabliſhed, (whether che 
word of Admonirion, if the offender receiveic , or the word 
of Complaint, if he refuſe ic off for if he refule it, the offended ver. 17. 

E 2 Bcother 
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- Of Excommunication, and «ther Cenſures. 
Brother is by the mouth of the Etders to tell the Church , and 
if be hear the Church; and declare the ſame by penitene Con- 
"""T feſlion, he is recovered and gained : arid if the Church difcern 
. \Tit-310- him to bewilling to hear, yer noc fully convinced of his offence, 
12 ' aSin caſe of Hereſie, they are to' diſpenſe to him a pubiick Ad- 
: moni:ion ; which dedaring the offender to lye under the pub-. 
$ i& Fckoffenceof the Church, doth thereby withhold or ſuſpend 
»Mat.1# 17 himfrom the holy fellowſhip of the Lords Supper, till kis of- 
__ fence be removed by peni:ent Confeſſion, 1f he {till contiage 
” obſtinare, they are to cait him ont by Excommunication, 
2 x.Cor.5.4 5,11 . 3, Bur if the offence be more publick ar firſt, ard of a more 
of * hainous and criminal nature, co wir, ſuch as are condemned by 
the light of Nature, 'then the Church, without ſuch-gradual 
proceeding, is to cait out the offender trom their holy commu- 
nion, for the further mortifying of his ſin, and the healing of 
tis Soul in the day of the Lord Jeſus, , 

4. Indealing with an offender, great care is to be taken that . 
we be neither over-ſtri& or rigorous, nor too indulgent os E* 
remiſs ; our proceeding herein ought to be with a ſpiric os 
meekneſs, conſidering our ſelves let we alſo be tempred ;, and 
that che beſt of us have need of much forgiveneſs from the 
Lord. Yer the winning and healing of the otfenders ſoul, be- 
ing the erd of theſe endeavours, we muſt not dawb with un- 

, = tempered morter, nor heal the wounds of our B-ethren ſlcight- 
WE. © ly:. On ſorhe have compaſſion, others ſave with fear. 

E 'Mat.18 17s 5. While the offender remains excommunicate, the Church 

-F av \ Lag is to refrain from all Member-like communion wich him in ſpi- 

| Mg 03 ®'+ ricual things, and alſo from all familiar communion with him in 
4:0 civil things, further then the-necc {li:y of natural, or domeſtical, 
WW or civil Relations do require, and are theretore to foi bear to 
eat and drink wich him, that he may be aſhamed, 


: 


|" 6. Excommunication being a Spiri:ual Paniſhment, it Coth 
"i not prejudice the Excommunicate in, nor deprive him of his 
= * Civil Rights, and therefore toucherh not Princes, or ocher Na- 


4 piſirates, in point of their Civil Digr.i'y or Authority : and, 
; 2 C21.14-24 the Excommunicate being but as a Publican and a Heathen, 


jv - Heathens being [awfully permitted to come to hear the Word 
z Theff.3-14- in Ckurch-Aſſcmblies, we acknowledge thercfore the like lis 
| berty 


Of Excommunication, and other Cenſurez. 25 & 
berty of hearing the Word, may be permi:ted-to perſons ex- 4 
communicate, that is permicted unto Heathen, And becauſe "4 
weare not without hope of his recovery, we are not to ac- | 
cunt him as an enemy, but to admoniſh him as a Bro- 
ther, | 
7. If the Lord ſanRifie the Cenſure to the offender, ſo as -»y 
by the grace of Chrilt he doth teſtifie his Repencance, with | 
humble confeſlion of his ſin, and judging of himſelf, giving * ©*5-2 7.6 | 
g!ory unto God, the Church is then co forgive kim, and tro - 
comfort him, and to reſtore him to the wonted brotherly com- 
munion, which formerly he enjoyed with them, M 
8. The ſuffering of profane or ſcandalous livers to continue 
in fellowſhip, and partake in the Sacraments,is doubtleſs a great 
ſin in theſe chat bave power in their hand to redreſs it, and do 
it not, Nevertheleſs, inaſmuch as Chriſt and his Apoſtles in 
their crimes, and the Prophets and other godly in theirs, did 
lawfu'ly partake of the Lords commanded Ordinances in the : 
wiſh Church, and neicher taught nor praftiſed ſeparation i 
om the ſame, though unworthy ones were permitted therein; «etl 
nd inaſmuch as the taichful in the Church of Corinth, wherein 1 ©5116. & + 5 
were many unworthy perſons and praGtiſes, are never com- ''* 4 
manded to abſent themſelyes from che Sacraments, becauſe of 
the ſame : cherefore the godly in like caſes are not preſently to 
ſeparate, 
9. As ſeparation from ſuch a Church wherein profane and 
ſcandalous perſons are tolerated, is not preſently necell.iry ; 
fo for the Members thereof, otherwiſe unworthy, hereupon 
| to abſtain from communicatirg with ſuch a Church in the par- 
ticiparion of the Sacraments, 1s unlawfu!, For as it were un- 
reaſonable for an innocent perſon to be puniſhed for the faults. » Cre 30.18”; 
of other, wherein he hath no hand, and whereunto he gave no Gun 19.2f6 oP 
conſent : ſo is ic more urreaſonable, that a godly man ſhould | 
negleRt duty, and puniſh himſel}, in not coming for his por- 
tion 1n the bleſling of the Seals, as he ouphr, becauſe ochers are 
ſuffered ro come that ought not : eſpecially, conſidering that 
himſelt doth neither conſent to their in, nor to their approach- 
ing to the Ordinance in their ſin, nor to the negleR of orhers 
wit ſhould put them away, anddo nor, but on che contrary 
E 3 «+ h 
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Of the Communion of Churches one with another, 


- dothheartily mourn for theſe things, modeſtly and ſcaſonably 


ſtir up ochers ro do their duty.. If the Church cannot be re- 
formed, they may uſe their liberty, as is ſpecified, Chep. 13, 
$:#.4. Bue this all the "godly are bound unto, everi every one 
to do his endeavour, according to his power and place, that the 
unworthy may be duely proceeded apgainit, by the Church to 
whom this matter doth appertain. 


| CHAP, XV. 
Of the Communion of Churches one with another. 


Ao Churches be diſtir&, and therefore may not be 
confounded one with another ; and equal, and therefore 
have not dominion one over another : yer all the Churches, \\ 


ought ro preſerve Church-Communion one with another, be c.riſe | 


they are all uniced unto Chriſt, not onely as a Myſtical, bur 
a Political Head ; whence is derived a Communion ſui:a 
thereunto, | | 
2. The Communion of Churches is exerciſed ſundry wayes, 
1, By way of matxal C ore, in taking thought for one anothers 
welfare, 2. By way of Conſ#/tation one with another, when 
we have occaſion to require the judgement and counſel! of other 
Churches, tonching any perſon or cauſe wherewi h they may 
be better acquainted then our ſelves. As the Church of A»-* 
tioch conſulced with the Apoſtles and Elders of the Church at 
7ersſalem, about the queſtion of Circumciſion of the Gentiles, 
and abouc the falſe Teachers that broached that DoRrine, In 
which caſe, when any Church wanterh light or peace amongſt 
themſelves, it is a way of Communion of Churches (according 
to the Word) to meet together by their Elders and other Meſ- 
ſengers in a Synod, to conſider and argue the Points in doube 
or difference; and having found out the way of Truth and 
Peace, to commend the ſame by their Letters and Meſſengers to 
the Churches whom the ſame may concern, Burtif a Church 
be rent with Diviſions amongſt themſelyes, or lye under any 


open ſcandal, and yet refuſe to conſult with other Churches, 
; lor 
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for healing or removing of the ſime, ig is matter of juſt of- 2, 


fence b>th to che Lord Jeſus, and to other Churches, as be- 
wray:rg 90 much want of mercy and fuichfulneſs, not to ſeek 
to binde up the breaches and wounds of the Church and Bre» E*& $4 4- 2 
thren : and therefore the ſtate of ſuch a Church callech aloud X 
upon other Churches, to exerciſe a fuller a& of brotherly 

communion, to wit, by way of Admonition, 3. A third way 
then of Communion of Churches, is by way of Admenition , 

£O wit, in caſe any publick offcace be fourd in a Church, whrch 

they either diſcern not, or are {low in proceeding to uſe the 

means for the removing and healing of, Pax! had no authort Gaj;. it, te 

ty over Peter, yet when he ſaw Peter not walking with a right 14. 

foor, he pablickly rebuked bim before the Church. Though | 


Ld 


o 


Churches have no more authority one over another, then one 

Apoltle had over another, yet as one Apoſtle might admoniſh 

another, fo may one Church admoniſh anocher, and yer with- 

out uſurpatrion, - In which caſe, if the Church that lyeth under 1a:.1s. 

offence, do not hearken to the Church which doth admoniſh 17. by | 

her, the Church is co acquaint other Neighbour-Churches P29". 

with that offence which the offending Church ſtill lyeth under, 

together with their neg|c of the B:rotherly Admonition given 

unto them ; whereupon thoſe othec Churches are to joyn in 

ſeconding the Admonition formerly given; and if aill the of 

fending Church continue in obſtinacy and impeni:ency, they 

may forbear Communion with them, and are to proceed to 

make uſe of the help of a Synod, or Council of Neighbour- 

Churches walking orderly (if a greater cannot conveniently 

be had) for their conviRtion, If they hear not the Synod, the - 

Synod having declared them to be obſ{linate, particular Chur- 

ches approving and accepting the judgement of the Synod, are 

to declare the Sentence of Non-communion reſpeRively con- 

cerning them : and thereupon, out of a religious care to keep 

their own Communion pure, they may juſtly wichdraw them- 

ſelves from participation with them at the Lords Table, and 

from ſuch other a&ts of holy communion, as the Communiory 

of Churches doth other wiſe allow and require, Nevertheleſs, - 

if any Members of ſuch a Church as livech under publick of- 

fence, do not conſent to the offence of the Church, —_ in 
ue 
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WE - due ſarr bear witneſs (g4inſt ir, they are ſtill ro be received to 
08.18. 25-. wonred communion ,; tor it is not equal, that the innocent 


- ſhould ſuffer with che offenſive, Yea turthermore, if ſuch in- 
| | nocent Members, after due waiting in the uſe of all-good means 
for the healing of the offence of ——_ Church, Thall ar laſt 
> - (with the allowance of the counſel of Neighbour-Churches) 
. -- * "withdraw from the fellowſhp of their own Church, and offer 
- - "themſelves to the fellowſhip of another, we judge it lawful ſor 
£ the other Church to receive them (being otherwiſe fit) as if 
= they had- been orderly diſmiſſed ro them from their own 
7, = Church, 4. A fourth way of Communion of Churches, is by 
"6 -. Way of Participation, The Members of one Church occa(io- 

nally coming unto another, we willingly admit them co partake 
wich us at the Lords Table, i: being the Seal of our communion 
nor onely with Chriſt, nor onely with the Members of our 
own Church, bur alſo of all the Churches of the Saints : in 
which regard, we refuſe not to baptize their Children preſented 


= 
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holy fellowſhip be deſired wich us. In like caſe ſuch Churches 
as are turniſhed with more Miniſters then one, do willingly af- 
ford one of their own Miniſters to ſupply the place of anab- 
ſent or {tck Miniſter of another Church for a needful ſeaſon, 
$: A fifth way of Church-communion, is by way of Recom- 
mexdation, when the Member of one Church hath occaſion to 
relide in another Church, if but for a ſeaſon, we commend 


tion; burif he be called to ſettle his abode there, we commir 
. him according to his deſire, to the fellowſhip of their Cove- 
nant, by Lecters of Diſmiſlion, 6, A ſixth way of Chu: ch- 
communion, is in caſe of Need to miniſter relief and ſuccour 
_ one unto another, either of able Members, to furniſh them 
with Officers, or of outward ſupport, to the neceſli ies of 

ou Churches, as did the Churches of the Gentiles contri- 

e liberally co the poor Saints at Zerwſalem. 

. 3. When a Company of Believers purpoſe to gather into 
Church-fellowſhip, it is requiſite for their ſafer procee1ing, 
and the maintaining of the Communion of Churches, that they 

ſgnifte their intent unto the Neighbour- Churches , walking 
nee A | according 


wats... 
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tous, if either their own Miniſter be abſepr, or ſuch a fruit of 


him co their watchful fellowſhip by Letters of Recommenda- _ 
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Of Synod. | 29 
according unto the Order of the Goſpel, and defice theif pre» Gal z- 1, 3» © 
ſence, and help, and right hand of fellowſhip, which they ought 7 OT 
readily to give unto them, when there is no juſt cauſe to except Ts. 
a;.ainſt their proceedings, 

- 4. Beſides theſe ſeveral wayes of Communion, there is alſo 

a way of Propagation of Churches : when a Church ſhall 

grow too numerous, it is a way, and fit ſeaſon, to propagate Þ 49.39 
one Church out of another, by ſending forth ſuch of their Ns: 
Members as are willing to remove, and to procure ſome Ott- 

cerS to them, as may enter with them into Church: ellate a- 

mongſt themſelves. As Bees, when the Hive is c00 full, iſſue 

forth by Swarms, and are gathered into other Hives ; ſo the 
Churches of Chriſt may do the ſame upon like neceſfity, and 

therein hold forth to them the right hand of fellowſhip, both 
in their gathering into a Church, and in the Ordinacion of 


their Officers, 


CHAP. AVI. ; 
| Of Synods. 


| nr orderly aſſembled, and rightly proceeding according 
co the Patern, As 15, we acknowledge as the Ordinance A8* 15: 2, to 

of Chriſt : and chough not abſolu:ely neceſſary to the Being, *5 q 
yer many times, through the iniquity of men, and perverſneſs ; 
of times, neceſſary to the well-being of Churches, for the eſta- | 
bliſhment of [ruch and Peace therein, 

2. Synods being Spiricual and Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, are 
therefore made up of Spiricual and Eccleſiaitical Cauſes, The 
next Efficient Cauſe of them under Chriſt, is the Power of the 
Churches, ſending forth their Elders and other Meſſengers, 47 rx. 2.;. 
who being mer together in the Name of Chriſt, are the Matter 
of a Synod , and they in Arguing, Debating, and Determining Ver 6. 
Matters of Religion —_ ng tothe Word, and yrs, Ver.7,t9 234 
the ſameto the Churches it concernech, do pur forth the pro- 


per and Formall As of a Synod, to the conviftion of Er- Vcr.zr. 
F rours 
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Aſs 16.4415 rours and Hereſies, and the eſtabliſhment of Truth and Peace 
> in the Churches, which is the end of a Synod. 


WS - 3. Magiſtrates hive power to call a Synod, by calling co the 
** #4 Chron. 29 Churches to ſend forth their Elders and orher 'Meſſengers, to 
45» © 11. counſel and aſſiſt chem in Matters of Religion , but yer rhe 
"RS conſticuting of a Synod, is a Church-aR, and may be tranſa&t:d 
- ARS.I5.. by che Churches, even when Civil Magittrates may be enemies | 
. to Churches, and to Church- Aſſemblies, 
EF Atv15.1,:z579 4. It bclongeth unto Syrods and Councils, re debate and 
= x Chron.15-13 determine Controverſies of Faith, and Caſes of. Conſcience ; 
$4 Ov. 29 6,7: to clear from the Word holy direRions for the holy Wot ſhip of 
15 34 God, and good Government of the Church , to bear witneſs 
., againſt Mal- Adminiſtration and Corruption in Dine or 
__ anners in any particular Church , and to give direRions for 
the Reformation thereof: Not to ex-rciſe Church; ce:;ſures in 
| way of Diſcipline, nor any o:her aR of Church authoricy or 
" juriſd;Qion ; which that Preſidential Synod did forbear. 
; 5. The Synods Dire&ions and Dererminatio:1$, ſo far as 
conſonant to the Word of God, are to be received with reve- 
rence and ſubmiſlion ; not onely for their agreement there- 
& with (which is the principal ground chereof, and without which 
-, Ads 15. they birde nor at all) bur alſo ſecondat ily for the Polver where- | 
- by they are made, as being an Ordinance of God appoiuted 
FR thereunto in his Word, _ 
; 6, Becauſe ic is difficult, if not impoſſible, for many Chur- | 


3,1 cies to.come together in one place, in all chcir Members uni- 
"2 verſally , theretore they may aſſemble by their Delegates or 
Src. Meſſengers, as the Church of Antioch went nat all to Ferſa- 

; km, buc ſome ſeleRt men for that purpoſe, Beciult none are | 
or ſhould be more fir to know the {taregof the Churches, nor 
to adviſe of, wayes for the good thereof, then Elders , -there- 
fore it js fir that in the choice of che Meſſengers for ſuch Af- 
1 ſemblies, chey have ſp:cial reſpeRt unto ſuch ; yer inaſmuch as 
> Ads 15:, not onely Pauland Barnabas, bur certain others alſy were ſent 
- 23533" to 7ereſalem from Antioch, As 15, and when they were 
W-. come to feruſalem, noc onely the Apolites and Elders, but other 
Bcethrenalſo do aſſembte, and meer about che matter , chere- 

tore 
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fore Synods are to conſiſt both of Elders, and other Church- * 


members, endued with gifts, and ſent by the Churches, not ex- 
cluding the preſence of any Brethren in the Churches. | 


CHAR 


Of the Civil Magiſtrates Power in Matters 
Eccleſiaſtical, 


Tis lawful, proficable and neceſſary for Chriſtians to gather 

chemf-lves into Church-ellate, and therein to exerciſe all the _ 
Ordinarces of Chri't according unto the Word, alchough the *** * 411477 
conſent of che Magiitrate could not be had chereunto, becag-* i © 
the \pultles and Ch: iſtians in their time did frequently ghus * 
pr. & ſe, when the Mapiltrates being all of them J-wiſh or Par, 
g4n, and moſt perſecutirg Enemics, would give no counten4nce 
or conſent to ſuch matters, 

2. Church-governm:nt ſtands in no oppoſition to Civil Go- 
vernment of Common-wealchs, nor any way intr enchetly upon ] fin 19, -- 
| the Auchority of Civil Magiſtrates in their JuriſhRions , nor *t* 25 
| any whit weakeneth their hands in govercing, bur rather 

firengtheneth them, and furthereth che people in yielding more 
hearty and conſcionable vb.dience unto them, whatſoever ſome 
| ill-affeRted perſons to the wayes of Chrilt have ſuggeſted, to 
| alienate the affections of Kings and Princes from the Ordinan- 


ces of Chriſt, as if the Kingdome of Chriſt in his Church 
| could not riſe and ſtand, without the falling and we.:kening of 
| their Government, which is alfo of Ch: it : whereas the con- 1.2 49 23. 
trary is molt true, that they may both ſtand together and fAvu- 
| riſh, the one being helpful unto the orher, in their diſtii& and 
due Adminiſtrations, | 
3. The Power and Authority of Magiſtrates is not for the | | 
reltraining of Churches, or any other good wor ks, but for ' ES 
helping in and furthering thereof; and t/ erefore the conſent © © 
and countenance of Magiiirates, when it may be had, is not to 
be (leighred, or lightly eſteemed : buc on the contrary, it 1s 


| part of that honour due to Chriſtian Magiſtrates, to deſire and | 
ET 2 crave | 
| 
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Of the Civil Magiſtrates Power in matters Ecclefpaſtical, 


crave their conſent and approbation therein : which being ob- 
tained, the Churches may then proceed in their way with much 
more encouragement and comfort, | 

' 4. Iris not in the power of Magiſtrates to compel their $ub- 
35 to become Church-members, and co partake at the Lords 
Table, for the Prieſts are reproved that brought unworth 
ones 1nto the SarRuary : then, as it was unlawful tor the Pri: its, 
ſo it is as unlawſul to be done by Civil Mapgiltrates. Thoſe whom 
the Church is ro caſt our if they were in, the Magiitra:e ought 
not to thruſt them into the Church, nor to ho'd chem therein. 

5. AS itis unlawful for Clurch-officers to meddle with the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate, ſo is it unlawful for the Magittrate to 
meddle wi:h the work proper to Church-Officers, 1he as of 
Moſes and David, who were not onely Princes, but Prophets, 
were extraordinary, therefore not imirable, Againſt ſuch uſ'u - 
pation the Lord wirneſled, by ſmiting Vzz1i4h with leprolic, tor 
preſuming to offer Incenſe. 

6, Itis cheduty of the Magiſtrate to take care of matters of 
Religion, and to improve his Civil Auchority for the obſerving 
of the duties commanded in the firſt, as well as for obſerving of 
the duties commanded in the ſecond Table. They are called 
Gods. The end of the Magiſtrates Office, is got onely the quict 
and peaceable life of che SubjcRt in matters of Righteoul 1eſs 
and Honeſty, bur alſo in matters of godlineſs, yea of all godii- 
neſs. Moſes, foſima, David, S»lomon, Aſa, 7h: Laphat, Heze- 
kieb, Jofiah, are much commended by the holy G\oſt, for the 
putting forth their Authoriry in matters of R:!igion : on the 
contrary, ſuch Kings as have been tailing this way, are fre- 
quently raxed and reproved by the Lord, And nut on:ly the 
Kings of 7»dab, bur alſo Fob, Nehemiah, the King of AVincwch, 
Darin, Artaxerxes, Nebucbaaneztar, whom no1c loox'd ag 
as Types of Chriſt, (though were ic ſo, there were no place 
for any juſt objeRion) are commended in che Book of God, 
for exerciſing their Auchority this way. : : 

7. The objeR of the Power of the Mgiſtrate are not things 
meerly inward, and ſo not ſubject co his cogmzarce and view, 
as Unbelief, Hardneſs of Heart, Erroveons Opinions not 
vented; but only ſuch things as are aRed by tl:c 0u.ward maa ; 
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neither is their pc wer to be exerciſed in commrdic.g ſuch a&ts 

of the ourwarg rian, an! puniſt ing che ugh & chereof, as are 

bur meer 10ven: ors, and devices of men , = «b-we ſuch ats _ 

as arr commanded ar.d for b.dden in che Wriid ; yer, ſuch as 1 MOBS wi 
the Word do h clearly determine, though not alwayes clearly *3-4** 

ty che judgement of the Mapiſtrate or ochers, ye: clearly 11 it 

ſelf, 1n theſe he of right ought ro pur ſorth his Au.bority, 

though oft cimes «Rually he doth it not. 

8. Idolacry, Blaſphemy, Hereſie, venting corrupt and per- Dev. r;. 
nicious Opirtons thit deſtroy the Foundation, open conempt 1 N'n.20-23,42 
of the Wo:d Preached, Protanarion of the Lords-day, diſturb- 1 py 41s 
ing the pracrable Adminiſtration and Exerciſe of the Worſhip x. 7 
and boly things of God, and the like, are co be reſtrained and fi. | 
puniſhed by Civil Authority, hum 13 4 

9, If any Chuich, one or more, ſhall grow Schiſmartical, 
rending it ſelf from the Communion of other Churches, or 
ſhall walk incorrigibly or obſtinately in any corrupt way of 
their own, contrary to the Rule of theWord, in ſuch caſe 
the Magiſtrate is to put forth his Coercive Power, as the matter 
ſhall require. The Tribes on this ſide Fordar intended to make Joſh. >: 
war againſt the other Tribes, for building the Altar 0! Wicneſs, 

whom they _— to have turned away therein from follow- 
ing of the Lord, 
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